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New primary school for the royal borough 



THE West London Free 
School charitable trust 
has been given the green 
light by the Royal Bor¬ 
ough of Kensington and 
Chelsea to open a new 
primary school in Sep¬ 
tember of next year. 

Lilke the trust’s other two 
schools, the Kensington Pri¬ 
mary Academy will provide 
children with a classical liberal 
education, focusing on a core of 
academic subjects comple¬ 
mented by art, music, drama 
and competitive sport. 

Thirty six children will be ad¬ 
mitted to the nursery and 30 
into Reception each year, with 
the school reaching steady state 
in 2022. It will be located in the 


new development at the corner 
of Warwick Road and Kensing¬ 
ton High Street. In addition to 
the education facilities, there 
will be dedicated spaces for 
community use including a 
sports hall. 

Seeking views 
The parents and teachers be¬ 
hind the school have embarked 
on a consultation and are seek¬ 
ing the views of local parents 
and any other stakeholders 
with an interest in education in 
the area. The consultation is 
open until 5pm on March 12th. 

A questionnaire can be com¬ 
pleted at wlfs-kpa.org or in 
hardcopy using one of the con¬ 
sultation leaflets being distrib¬ 
uted across the borough. 

Two open events will be held 
at the site of the trust’s existing 


primary schools (Cambridge 
Grove, London W6 OLB) on 
Monday, March 2nd at 6pm - 
7:30pm and Wednesday, March 
4th at 9:30am - 11am. There’s 
no need to book - just go along 
and feel free to take your chil¬ 
dren. 

Toby Young, the CEO of the 
West London Free School char¬ 
itable trust, says: “I helped set 
up the West London Free 
School because I believe that all 
children should have access to a 
classical liberal education, re¬ 
gardless of background or abil¬ 
ity. 

“That approach has proved 
very popular with parents from 
all parts of the community in 
West London and the Kensing¬ 
ton Primary Academy will be 
our fourth school.” 


• POLICE CRACKDOWN ON CAR THEFTS 


Small garage yours 
for just 200 grand! 


THE soaring fear of car thefts 
in Kensington and Chelsea has 
been further revealed this week 
as a small garage in Kensington 
has come up for sale for 
£200,000 - just days after a 
parking space in Chelsea sold 
for £160,000. 

The garage, tucked between two 
homes at Gunterstone Road, West 
Kensington, has only room for one car. 

Owners of Range Rovers and Bent¬ 
leys might not want to apply, as it 
would be a tight squeeze getting out of 
the car - as the garage is only 2.69m 
wide. 

A Range Rover V8 is 2.19m wide and 
a Bentley V8 is 2.22m - which would 
leave a big-pockets buyer less than half 
a metre, about 19 inches, to open the 
car door. 

The garage is on the market through 
estate agents Foxtons, which also re¬ 
cently sold an underground parking 
space in Elystan Street, Chelsea, for 
£160,000 on a 72-year lease. 


# By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


The parking space came with an an¬ 
nual £75 ground rent and £635 service 
charge, which would add £51,120 over 
the length of the lease - totalling 
£211,120 for the space. 

400 vehicles stolen 
But paying big money to park is 
worth the price for some residents - 
more than 400 vehicles were stolen in 
Kensington and Chelsea last year. Po¬ 
lice warn that high-end, keyless cars are 
especially targeted by thieves. 

In a crackdown this month on car 
thefts across the capital, the Met ar¬ 
rested 84 people, including 16 on sus¬ 
picion of motor vehicle theft, during a 
week of coordinated activity to tackle 
keyless vehicle theft. 

They also seized five Range Rovers 
and hundreds of vehicle parts, believed 
to have been stolen and destined for 
sale abroad. 

■ ON THE MARKET: The small garage in Gunterstone Road, West Kensing- 
■ TURN TO PAGE 3 ton, for sale for £200,000. 




Can Emma and Bryn 
save The Coliseum? 
-seepage 16 



Running to honour 
his granddad 

-see page 5 



The biggest brand 
of them all -page 12 

V J 


THE paper serving the HEART of London 








































2 London Weekly News 


editorial @ londonweeklyne ws .co .uk 


Thursday, February 19th 2015 


Brownfield sites to be used for 26,500 new homes 


Consultation open for riverside development 


A BLUEPRINT for creating thousands of new 
homes and jobs along the River Thames has 
been published by The Mayor of London, Boris 
Johnson. 

The draft London Riverside Opportunity Area 
Planning Framework (O APF) sets out the plan¬ 
ning, regeneration and design guidance that 
will lead to the creation of 26,500 new homes 
and up to 16,000 jobs across the boroughs of 
Barking and Dagenham and Havering, and a 
small part of Newham. 

The Mayor has identified 38 Opportunity 
Areas across the capital. Opportunity Areas are 
London’s major source of brownfield land with 
significant capacity for new housing, commer¬ 
cial and other development linked to existing 
or potential improvements to public transport 
accessibility. By establishing Opportunity 
Areas, and working closely with London bor¬ 
oughs and partner agencies, the Mayor will be 
best able to deliver significant social and eco¬ 
nomic regeneration. 

The London Riverside Opportunity Area 
stretches from the Royal Docks to Rainham 
Marshes, a total distance of 12 kilometres. 
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The document, which 
is now open for consul¬ 
tation, sets out the 
Mayor’s strategic pri¬ 
orities and long term 
vision for the area over 
the next 20 years, how 
the area should evolve 
into a sustainable and 
successful part of the 
city and how it relates 
to the wider south-east. 

In order to transform 
the London Riverside 
into a thriving new part 
of London, the plan¬ 
ning framework dis¬ 
cusses the importance 
of improved transport 
connections. This in¬ 
cludes the potential extension of the Gospel Oak 
London Overground line, a new railway station at 
Beam Park; improvements to the A13 and new 
river crossings. 

Sir Edward Lister, Deputy Mayor for Planning 


said: “The capital is now home to a record num¬ 
ber of people and we are working tirelessly to 
ensure we have the homes, jobs and transport 
infrastructure to support the city’s unprece¬ 
dented growth. London Riverside can deliver 
genuinely affordable high quality housing for 
Londoners in a fantastic Thameside setting.” 

Much of the land in the London Riverside is 
already in the Mayor’s ownership and the 
framework also recommends speeding up the 
development of publicly owned land assets to 
deliver the jobs and homes the city needs. 

To view and comment on the draft London 
Riverside Opportunity Area Planning Frame¬ 
work visit www.london.gov.uk/priorities/plan- 
ning/consultations/london-river... 

The consultation will run for six weeks, until 
Wednesday, March 20th, 2015. 

• LONDON is the most popular city in the 
world among US students who are looking to 
study overseas, according to new internet search 
results published by Google. 

The in-depth analysis that places London 
ahead of Paris, Barcelona, Berlin and Singapore 


as the favourite place for US students to study 
also revealed that universities in the ‘Golden 
Triangle’ of London, Oxford and Cambridge 
dominate internet searches. 

Google’s Education team analysed US inter¬ 
net searches during 2014 focusing on interna¬ 
tional student destinations and found that: 

- London is the most searched for city by US 
students looking for higher education options 
outside North America. The most popular cities 
worldwide are London, followed by Paris, 
Barcelona, Berlin, Singapore, Amsterdam, 
Rome, Dublin, Hong Kong and Oxford. 

- 15 UK universities, five from Australia, two 
from Korea and one from China are in the top 
30. UK universities make up 8 of the top 10 
most searched for universities with Oxford and 
Cambridge at #1 and #2 respectively. Five Lon¬ 
don universities are in the top 10. Only Dublin 
and the Australian National University feature 
from outside the UK. 

- Universities in London’ is the most popular 
term amongst all generic searches made by US 
students relating to international study. 
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Apprenticeship Scheme 

WESTMINSTER City Council is committed to helping young peo¬ 
ple into employment and is very proud of the apprentices on its 
Apprenticeship Scheme. It has been a huge success with positive 
feedback from both apprentices and line managers. 

Apprenticeships are an excellent way of gaining qualifications, 
work based skills and experience with all apprentices provided 
with relevant workplace placements and training from a recog¬ 
nised OFSTED provider. 

The council's current apprenticeship programme is delivered in 
partnership with the London Apprenticeship Company with op¬ 
portunities at the council advertised on their website. 
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LABOUR LAUNCH THEIR MANIFESTO 


Kensington residents have 
‘no voice in Westminster’ 


LABOUR have launched their manifesto 
for the Kensington constiutuency, cur¬ 
rently represented by Tory heavyweight 
Sir Malcolm Rifkind, who won the last 
election with a majority of 8,616, one of 
the safest seats in the country, by claiming 
that the residents of the Royal Borough 
“do not have a voice at Westminster”. 

Labour’s prospective Parliamentary Candidate for 
Kensington is Dr Rod Abouharb, a senior lecturer 
in International Relations in the Department of Po¬ 
litical Science at University College London. 

Dr Abouharn introduced his Manifesto for the 
general election on May 8th by stating: “Kensington 
as we know it is under threat. Our residents have no 
voice in Westminster. 

“The values that brought many people from all 
over the world to this part of London are being 
eroded by rapacious development and the interests 
of a few. 

“In this election we have a chance to maintain the 
vibrancy and diversity of our neighbourhoods. 

“I vow to promote fairness and equality in Kens¬ 
ington while helping to preserve the mix of cultures 
that make our borough unique. Kensingtion resi¬ 
dents need proper representation locally and nation¬ 
ally. 

Dt Abouharb says he has developed a ten-point 
plan to ensure that the local, national and interna¬ 
tional interests of Kensington are heard in Westmin¬ 
ster if he is elected. 

These are his ten pledges: 

/. MAINTAIN DIVERSITY IN KENSINGTON 
WE must keep our communities together. Kensing¬ 
ton needs housing for residents that is genuinely af¬ 
fordable for a range of income levels. I support rent 
control and security for private tenants. Not only 
does it make economic sense for people to be able 
to live close to where they work, but there is plenty 
of evidence that communities from diverse back¬ 
grounds, with mixed incomes who are integrated 
have much greater social cohesion and stability. To 
keep Kensington affordable for a variety of people, 
I support a London Living Wage for all workers. 

2. PROTECT AND IMPROVE THE 
ENVIRONMENT 

I WILL work to create cleaner air and safer streets 
by greening the Westway. We also need safe cycle¬ 
ways and we must implement the Cycle Superhigh¬ 
way. As your voice in Westminster, I will campaign 
to end diesel emissions from trains, taxis, vans and 
lorries and work to improve air quality. For the 
safety of Kensington’s residents, especially chil¬ 
dren, we must implement a 20mph speed limit on 
borough roads. 

3. SUPPORT ROBUST USE OF 
PLANNING REGULATIONS 

I WILL ensure that development enhances the bor¬ 
ough and benefits all its residents. This means cam¬ 
paigning to continue reductions in the scope and 
size of basement excavations, their noise, and their 
disruption to neighbours. We should protect our 
built heritage throughout Kensington. We need tmly 
affordable housing in Kensington; all S106 afford¬ 
able housing must be built on site. We must encour¬ 
age neighbourhood forums so local voices can be 
heard in all areas of planning. We need a transparent 
and locally accountable system for all planning de¬ 
cisions that responds to the concerns of residents. 

4. PROMOTE FAIRNESS AND EQUALITY 

AS your MP I vow to make sure the needs of less 
affluent and vulnerable residents are represented in 
Westminster. I will campaign for affordable energy 
bills, lower childcare costs, and to save the Inde¬ 
pendent Living Fund. When governments need to 
raise more money we must be willing to ask those 



COUNTDOWN TO 
THE ELECTION 



Dr Rod Abouharb was born in Cardiff to an Eng¬ 
lish mother and a Syrian father. After living in 
Syria for his first five years, he returned to the 
UK with his mother and brother. D Abourharb 
attended Brunei University in London where he 
studied Politics and Modern History. After grad¬ 
uating, he received scholarships to attend two 
New York state universities in America, receiv¬ 
ing his Masters degree from the University at 
Buffalo and my PhD from Binghamton Univer¬ 
sity in Political Science. 

with the broadest shoulders to contribute more; this is 
why I support revaluation and re-banding of property 
for Council Tax. This is a longstanding policy choice 
of Kensington Labour. I also support the reversal of 
the Bedroom tax, which is an unfair tax on many of 
the poorest in society. 

5. DEFEND OUR NHS 

WE must defend our NHS from the threat of privati¬ 
sation. Britain has one of the best and most affordable 
healthcare systems in the world. I pledge to consider 
ways of making it more efficient while maintaining 
the quality of care that makes our system great. We 
must improve local NHS and mental health services, 
and provide affordable social care. I promise to fight 
against any attempts at privatisation. I will listen to 
the suggestions of doctors and nurses, not lawyers and 
politicians. 

6. ECONOMY 

MY academic expertise convinces me that we need to 
think differently from the coalition government about 
how to grow our economy and generate well-paid, se¬ 
cure employment. Austerity fails to encourage sus¬ 
tainable economic growth. We need to focus on 
investing in high quality apprenticeships. We must 
ensure an equality of esteem and good pay for those 
who want to take up vocational training and careers. 
These decisions will help people realise their potential 


and encourage a diversified economy. We also need 
to use the power of government to encourage eco¬ 
nomic growth in times of recession and then make 
sure government saves money during periods of 
growth to protect the public in times of economic 
difficulty. We must also make sure that the back¬ 
bone of our economy like mass transit is affordable 
and run in the public interest. This is why I support 
the nationalisation of the railway system to ensure 
investment and bring ticket prices down. 

7. INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

INTERNATIONAL trade agreements can generate 
jobs and encourage economic growth for partner 
countries. However, how they are negotiated and 
the protections that are included in them are critical 
to whether these agreements are beneficial for 
working families in the U.K. The ongoing TTIP ne¬ 
gotiations between the EU and the US need much 
greater scrutiny and prior agreement that we will not 
reduce environmental or labour protections as part 
of the deal. We need fundamental reform of policies 
used to encourage development and economic 
growth throughout the world, including our stance 
on the policies of the World Bank and the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund. It is investment not austerity 
that guides countries back to growth and productiv¬ 
ity. 

8. EUROPEAN UNION 

THE EU was originally designed to forge economic 
and social links between European nations. The EU 
is important for the UK economy; over 50 per cent 
of our exports are to the EU. Millions of jobs rely 
upon our membership. Our economy is also much 
stronger because of the skilled workers that come 
to the UK. Though we need to ensure that workers 
in the UK are not undercut and workers from abroad 
are not exploited by unscrupulous employers, we 
must remain in the EU to maintain a vibrant econ¬ 
omy in the United Kingdom. 

9. DEFENCE AND INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 

I DISAGREE with the renewal of Trident. These 
weapons do not make us any safer, in fact most ev¬ 
idence points to increased likelihood of major nu¬ 
clear accidents and inadvertent nuclear war. 
Kensington’s diverse population is especially con¬ 
cerned with international issues. An equitable and 
just solution for Palestine is a lynchpin of broader 
peace in the Middle East. A Palestinian state based 
on the 1967 ceasefire lines would be an important 
first step. 

10. REPRESENTATION: MY PLEDGE 

Kensington residents need a locally based, visible, 
responsive and representative Member of Parlia¬ 
ment. As your MP I promise not to take any paid di¬ 
rectorships. Being a responsive Member of 
Parliament is a full time job. Kensington’s residents 
deserve an MP who will be fully engaged as their 
representative. I will publicise and hold regular 
surgeries in the north, centre and south of Kensing¬ 
ton. For those residents who have difficulty travel¬ 
ling; I am your representative and I will come to 
you. 


THE LAST ELECTION 


At the 2010 election the voting was as follows; 

Sir Malcolm Rifkind (Conservative) 17.595 
Sam Gurney (Labour) 8,979 

Robin Meltzer (Lib Dem) 6.872 

Caroline Pearson (UKIP) 754 

Melan Ebrahimi-Fardouee 753 

Eddie Adams (Alliance for Green Socialism) 

197 


Failing to comply 
with planners 
ends in £800 fine 

A COMPANY that converted a property in 
the heart of Kensington into studio apart¬ 
ments without planning permission to at¬ 
tract tourists pleaded guilty at 
Hammersmith Magistrates’ Court to not re¬ 
sponding to a request for information from 
the Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea. 

Doveplay Limited advertise 16 en-suite rooms at 83 
Holland Road, W14 on websites such as Tripadvisor, 
Booking.com and Laterooms. The rooms come com¬ 
plete with a kitchenette, WiFi, underfloor heating and 
a daily maid service. 

Planning Enforcement Officers from the council dis¬ 
covered that the property is not being used for its in¬ 
tended purpose as a House in Multiple Occupation 
(HMO) but instead is being used to attract the more 
lucrative short-term/holiday letting market. HMOs 
provide the Royal Borough with a valuable supply of 
lower-cost housing. 

The company was prosecuted under section 17ID 
of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as 
amended) and were fined £800 for non-compliance 
with the Planning Contravention Notice and also or¬ 
dered to pay £3,214.60 in costs, which has to be paid 
within 28 days. 

A planning enforcement notice was issued in Janu¬ 
ary 2015 giving Doveplay Limited six months to con¬ 
vert the property back into 13 HMO units and two 
months to stop using the property as temporary sleep¬ 
ing accommodation and revert it back to permanent 
residential use. 

Crackdown on car theft 

■ FROM OPAGE ONE 

The Met launched Operation Endeavour on Febru¬ 
ary 3rd in response to a rise in theft of motor vehicles. 
This is believed to be the result of organised criminals 
increasingly stealing keyless vehicles using a device 
which bypasses the vehicle’s electronics, allowing 
them to drive them away without the owner’s key. 

Police across London raised awareness of keyless 
vehicle theft to drivers, issuing 30,000 flyers featuring 
advice on how to avoid being a victim of this crime. 

Around 800 officers from the Met, Kent, Essex, 
Hampshire, Surrey and Thames Valley Police services 
monitored around 20 arterial roads, stopping vehicles 
believed to have been stolen or linked to other crime. 
They seized 222 vehicles, two of which were believed 
stolen during the operation. 

Sixteen people in total were arrested for theft of 
motor vehicle. 

A further 68 people were arrested for offences in¬ 
cluding possession of offensive weapons, burglary, 
money laundering and driving while disqualified. 


Cafe Bella Maria is an independent, 
Italian and English family run cafe and 
catering business in the heart of busy 
Victoria, right next door to Buckingham 
Palace. 

We pride ourselves on our 'everything 
from scratch' attitude, with all our food 
being completely home-made, from our 
delicious cakes right down to our pesto! 

★ Open 7 days a week 
★ Amazing eat in or takeaway prices 
★ Grandma style living room decor 
complete with china cups, picture filled 
walls and an old (playable) piano 


4 Lower Grosvenor Place 
London SW1W0EJ 
020 7976 6280 
www.cafebellamaria.co.uk 
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Women’s false claim to being a single 
parent leads to suspended sentence 


By LWN Reporter 

A WOMAN who made false statements 
about her single parent status in a claim for 
Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit 
was sentenced to six months custody, sus¬ 
pended for two years, at Hammersmith 
Magistrates Court after previously pleading 
guilty in January, at the same court, to five 
counts of dishonestly claiming Housing 
Benefit and Council Tax Benefit. 

The court heard how when Erika Fletcher Sanchez, 
of Longridge Road, SW5, first claimed benefit in 2004 
she told the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 
that she was a single mother. However, the council 
questioned her relationship status when she had two 
further children in 2010 and 2011 with different sur¬ 
names. Fletcher Sanchez made a number of written 
statements insisting that she still lived alone. 


If you've got a story 
for the 

KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA NEWS 
email 

editorial@londonweek- 

lynews.co.uk 


It was later discovered, as part of an investigation by 
the Council’s Corporate Investigation Group, that 
Fletcher Sanchez had in fact married Mr Fabian An¬ 
dres Restrepo Bonilla in Colombia in September 2010. 
Upon their return to the UK, they had lived together 
at Longridge Road. 

This prompted the council to call Fletcher Sanchez 
in for an interview under caution in March 2014. Dur¬ 
ing her interview Fletcher Sanchez exercised her right 
to make no comment but she did provide a written 
statement in which there was no mention of her hus¬ 
band. 

False explanations 

Sentencing Fletcher Sanchez, the magistrates said 
that because of her early guilty plea they would not be 
sending her case to Crown Court, where her sentence 
could have been greater. They also said that while the 
fraud was committed over a long period and involved 
a large sum of money her claim had not been fraudu¬ 
lent from the outset but that Fletcher Sanchez had pro¬ 
vided false explanations. However, they had seen her 
references and the pre-sentence report and noted she 
was of previous good character. 

As a result of her making false statements in support 
of her Housing Benefit and Council Tax Benefit claim, 
Fletcher Sanchez received £22,783.32 in Housing 
Benefit, £2,023.78 in Council Tax Benefit and £978.76 
in Council Tax reduction to which she was not entitled. 
This overpayment stretched from September 2010 
(when she got married) to May 2014. 

As well as the suspended custodial sentence a con¬ 
tribution to costs of £750 was awarded, along with 
a victim surcharge of £80 and unpaid work of 
200 hours (the latter to be completed within 12 
months). 
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To arrange a collection of five bags 
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380 Norwood Road, London SE27 9AA 
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NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Not easy to protect cash 
for the voluntary sector 

If you want to understand why the voluntary sector is a pri¬ 
ority, look at the Clement James Centre, writes Leader of the 
Council, Cllr Nick Paget-Brown. 


L AST week the Council an¬ 
nounced that, for the third 
year in a row, it will be pro¬ 
tecting the amount of money it 
gives in grants to voluntary sec¬ 
tor organisations. And that’s de¬ 
spite the dramatic reductions in 
the Council’s own budget which 
has been cut by some £50 million 
since 2010. 

Frankly it’s not been 
all that easy to protect 
cash for voluntary or¬ 
ganisations again this 
year. In fact to make it 
possible, sacrifices have 
had to be made else¬ 
where and for that rea¬ 
son I thought I should 
spend a little time ex¬ 
plaining why for us the 
voluntary sector is a priority. 

Scores of local organisations are set to 
receive a share of some £2.3 million in 
the next financial year and it is therefore 
difficult to neatly categorise all the ways 
that money will get spent; so my literary 
technique here is to pick one to stand for 
all the others. 

Up at Sirdar Road in North Kensington, 
not far from our new academy and 
leisure centre, you will find the Clemen- 
tJames Centre. Amongst other things, it 
runs a range of English courses to help 
people participate fully in UK life and to 
find a job. It runs an “into university” 
programme helping young people to ac¬ 
quire the confidence, skills and knowl¬ 
edge to pass their exams and get a place 
at university or college. It runs pro¬ 
grammes that help people into training 


and employment. The Clement James 
Centre is also a place of refuge and calm 
where people become friends, find sup¬ 
port and advice and can plan their fu¬ 
tures. 

Professional support 

Many hundreds of our residents have 
passed successfully through its doors. I 
like to think that the ClementJames Cen¬ 
tre, and other local organisations like it, 
express something about the kind of bor¬ 
ough Kensington and 
Chelsea aspires to be: a 
place where no matter 
what their background, 
residents have opportu¬ 
nity and the personal and 
professional support to 
take advantage of it. 

Of course the day may 
come when we can no 
longer afford to com¬ 
pletely protect the volun¬ 
tary sector: that will be a grim day, but I 
am glad to say that it won’t be in 2015/16 
and I’m very hopeful that it won’t be in 
16/17 either. 


• ASK NICK: A conversation with 
the Council Leader. 

Cllr Nick Paget-Brown wants to 
know what the Council is doing well, 
what we can improve and hear any 
of your suggestions for the future. 

Come along to the latest Ask Nick 
event on Thursday, March 5th 2015, 
6pm refreshments, starts 6.30pm 
at the Second Church of Christ, 
Scientist, Palace Gardens Terrace, 
W8 4RT 

www.rbkc.gov.uk/asknick 


The day may come 
when we can no 
longer afford to 
completely 
protect the 
voluntary sector: 
that will be a 
grim day 


m 


THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 


Registered Charity Number: 212444 
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Shrinking Met in ‘meltdown’ 


POLICE are warning that the Met is on the 
brink of breakdown as they brace them¬ 
selves for more cuts which they believe 
could lose a further 4,500 officers from the 
beat. 

The Met’s Police Federation says “the public should 
be alarmed” by the fall in police numbers and it is 
now even questioning whether the Force could cope 
in the event of a Paris-style terrorist attack in the cap¬ 
ital. 

The warning comes as the number of violent attacks 
has rocketed - up by 1,500 in Westminster alone in 
the past year - as the number of officers tumbles. 

“Already there has been £600 million saved from 
Metropolitan Police budgets, with yet more to come 
as another £800 million is to be saved by 2016,” says 
the Met’s Federation. 

“Since 2010 the Metropolitan Police service has 
shrunk by over 2,000 warranted officers.” 

The Federation, admitting they were accused of 
“scaremongering”, added: “Never has so much been 
demanded of so few with so little”. 

Now the Federation is warning of huge losses to 
come in the ranks of the Met’s 31,000 force. 

“If 76 per cent of your expenditure is on wages, it 
doesn’t take a genius to work out that the cuts will 
mean there will be a further decrease in police num¬ 
bers,” said PC Ken Marsh, spokesman for the Met’s 
Police Federation. 

“Behind closed doors I have heard the figure of 
4,500 who could go after Boris Johnson leaves the 
Mayor’s Office. The public should be alarmed.” 

The Met’s Police Federation has launched an aware¬ 
ness campaign - “Cuts Have Consequences” - to alert 
the capital that “policing is on its knees”. 

The Federation said that cuts have “stretched the 
thin blue line to breaking point”. 

“The cuts imposed have gone too far, seriously cur¬ 
tailing our ability to provide the best possible service 
to the communities of London. We now have less re¬ 
silience, fewer warranted officers and a drastically- 
weakened front line,” said the Federation. 


# By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 

“The police service in London, admired and repli¬ 
cated around the world, is on the precipice of being 
destroyed.” 

The loss of officers is especially alarming as it 
comes at a time when the number of violent incidents 
in the capital has risen dramatically. 

Courage of officers 

The number of violent crimes recorded by police in 
London was 186,767 last year - up 26 per cent on the 
148,104 incidents in 2013. 

In Westminster, the number of attacks rose by more 
than 1,500 incidents - up to 8,541 incidents from 
7,019 in 2013. 

On top of that, the number of attacks on the police 
is now at the rate of 26 recorded every week. 

Last week The Met released figures revealing that 
the number of attacks on officers is an average of 
1,385 a year. 

“The courage of all officers is underlined by the 
number injured on duty over the last three years. A 
total of 4,157 police officers were injured between 
2012-2014 whilst tackling crime across the capital. 
Between January to November 2014 alone, 41 officers 
suffered fractures and 18, concussion. A further 126 
officers suffered bites,” said the Met. 

“More cuts will mean more attacks on officers, that 
is a fact,” said PC Marsh. 

The Federation is also openly questioning whether 
continued cuts could affect the Met’s ability to deal 
with a terrorist attack like that seen last month in Paris. 

In a statement The Federation asked: “Could the Met 
cope in the event of a terrorist attack here in the capi¬ 
tal? With the terrorist threat increased to severe, mean¬ 
ing an attack is highly likely, and we see terrible 
attacks across the world, in the USA, Canada and 
France, remembering that by British traditions the ma¬ 
jority of our officers are unarmed? 

“We have seen the firearms capability of the Metro- 


Running to honour grandfather 
who was head of Cheshire home 


T HE grandson of a former Head of 
Home at Leonard Cheshire Disabil¬ 
ity’s first care home, Le Court in 
Hampshire, is gearing up to run his first 
London Marathon. 

John Joe Regan’s grandfather, also 
called John Regan, was the head of Le 
Court from 1977 - 1987 and was subse¬ 
quently a trustee of the foundation for sev¬ 
eral years. The home opened in 1948 when 
Leonard Cheshire, the charity’s 
founder, took a dying war veteran who had 
nowhere else to go into his home. They 
became friends and this one act of kind¬ 
ness was the start of the much-loved char¬ 
ity. 

The 27-year-old is taking on the 26.2 
mile-challenge to get fit and honour 
his grandad. To ensure he is ready for the 
big day, John Joe, who lives in Pimlico, trains up to 
four times a week, with a longer mn at weekends. 

To motivate him across the finish line in under four 
hours, John Joe’s friends have offered to sponsor 
him £100 each. They are all keen sportsmen 
and have tackled marathons, cycling races, 
ironman challenges and triathlons. 

John Joe felt it was time to put his best foot 
forward and take on this first endurance 
challenge. 

He says: “I decided to mn the marathon 
because I felt like I was reaching a critical 
point in my fitness. I used to be 
really healthy, but the last few years of 
work and pubs have taken its toll! I 
thought running the London 

Marathon would force me into getting fit 
again. I am not a running fan so this is a 
big challenge for me. 

“I am raising funds for Leonard 
Cheshire Disability because of my family 
connection. I think it’s a fantastic cause 



■ DOING IT FOR HIS GRANDAD: John Joe Regan takes a 
break from his gruelling training programme in prepa¬ 
ration for the London Marathon. 

and a good way to remember my grandad who ded¬ 
icated his time to the charity for many years.” 

Anyone wishing to sponsor John Joe can do so by 
visiting: www.justgiving.com/johnjoeregan/ 

To find out more about Leonard Cheshire’s sporting 
events visit: www.leonardcheshire.org/events 



■ FLASHBACK TO 1987: Brigadier John Joseph Regan, 
Head of Home at Le Court, and his wife Nancy, pictured 
with Group Captain Leonard Cheshire VC (far right), who 
founded the charity. 


politan Police reduced by over 750 officers in the past 
four years.” 

The Federation added: “We will no doubt be ac¬ 
cused of scaremongering, but the harsh reality is that 
ill-conceived policies are having serious tangible 
consequences. 

“Playing Russian roulette with the safety and wel¬ 
fare of our communities and the brave officers of the 
Metropolitan Police is simply not acceptable. 

“With more demands and less resources, localism 
and neighborhood policing is on its knees with work 


in more high-profile areas stretching the thin blue line 
to breaking point.” 

PC Marsh said officers had been left depressed and 
downbeat by the cuts causing greater demands on the 
over-stretched Force. 

“They are very, very down,” he said, “Pay is down 
and we can’t do anything about it. We have no rights, 
we serve The Queen, we can’t go on strike and we 
can’t argue. We are facing a situation that we’ve 
never faced before. The public is not aware of what 
is going on.” 


Bamardo’s launch urgent appeal 
to stop sexploitation of children 


BARNARDO’S has launched an 
urgent appeal for funds to respond 
to a massive surge in child sexual 
exploitation cases referred to the 
charity in London. 

Last year, Barnardo’s worked 
with 127 sexually exploited chil¬ 
dren in London, almost double the 
number it supported in 2010. The 
charity supports both girls and 
boys, with some victims as young 
as 11 years old. 

Bamardo’s has rapidly expanded 
the number of its specialist child 
sexual exploitation services 
around the UK as more children 
are referred to the charity for sup¬ 
port. 

The numbers have leapt alarm¬ 
ingly in the past five years - in 
2010 1,190 children were sup¬ 
ported by Barnado’s child sexual 


exploitation teams, last year the 
figure was 2,118 children. 

Last year Barnardo’s began op¬ 
erating in 10 new locations and 
now provides support in 47 differ¬ 
ent areas across the UK. The char¬ 
ity offers more help for sexually 
exploited children than anyone 
else. 

However, following sexual ex¬ 
ploitation cases of the magnitude 
of Rotherham, Barnardo’s is fac¬ 
ing an unprecedented demand for 
its services. It is in urgent need of 
£370,000 in extra funds to help 
appoint more support workers to 
deal with the children who desper¬ 
ately need their help. 

Barnardo’s CEO Javed Khan 
said: “Bamardo’s has been work¬ 
ing to tackle the devastating im¬ 
pact of child sexual exploitation 


for two decades. The scale of this 
abuse is shocking - with more and 
more incidences of child sexual 
exploitation coming to light. 

“Our experts in London see how 
this abuse inflicts devastating 
damage to vulnerable children. 
They work tirelessly to help these 
children pick up the pieces of their 
shattered lives. 

“Every day, more sexually ex¬ 
ploited children are referred to us. 
Girls and boys from all walks of 
life can become victims of child 
sexual exploitation and the num¬ 
bers are growing. Without further 
funds we simply won’t be able to 
reach all those who need our help. 

“We urgently need people to 
make a donation so we can give 
all children who come to our door 
the support they need.” 
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Free skin tightening treatment included throughout membership 
*February Joiners Only 


The only Gym that includes full personal 
instruction for every membership! 


10 Reason to Love Shapers 

1 Totally LADIES ONLY 
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4 Fun and friendly environment 

5 6 ::fwo^^ n e r ^^^ 
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First month free with this voucher call today! 
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Can you run a Westminster mile? 



■ STEVE Cram who has held the world mile record for 30 years launching the Westminster 
mile with pupils from St Mary of Angels School 



■ THE team from St Saviour's School 


British mile record holder for 30 years, 
Steve Cram launches Westminster event 


T HE third edition of the Bupa Westminster cabinet member for sports, leisure and open 
Mile on Sunday, May 24th will salute one spaces, said: “In the three years since its launch, 
of Britain’s greatest middle distance run- the Bupa Westminster Mile has grown into a 
ners. sporting event like none other. It doesn’t mat- 

Thirty years ago, Steve Cram shattered ter whether you’re a seasoned runner or 


the world mile record in the Dream 
Mile at Oslo’s famous Bislett sta 
dium in July 1985 during an ex¬ 
traordinary 19-day period when 
he set three new world records. 

His mile time of 3:46.32 still 
stands as the British record. 

The 2015 Bupa Westminster 
Mile will commemorate 
Cram’s great mile record, 
which was unbeaten for more 
than eight years, as runners 
of all ages - from elites to 
families with young children 
- contest a series of mile races 
in St James’s Park, starting on 
The Mall and finishing in front 
of Buckingham Palace. 

The 2015 event was launched 
by Steve Cram at Paddington 
Recreation Ground on the track 
where Roger Bannister trained 
for the first sub-four minute 
mile as six teams of London 
schoolchildren attempted to 
break Cram’s mile record in a 
100m shuttle relay. 

“The mile is the perfect distance for any age 
and any ability,” said Cram. “It’s wonderful to 
see so many young athletes here today, inspired 
by what I did 30 years ago. I’m looking forward 
to seeing thousands of runners, young and old, 
running the mile in May. 

“We have set a target of 9,000+ entries for this 
year to make this the biggest timed mile event in 
the world,” said event director Hugh Brasher. 

“In support of the This Girl Can campaign, 
there will be a number of all-female races for 
girls and women of all abilities, including the op¬ 
portunity for mums to run with their daughters, 
sisters, friends and family.” 

Cllr Steve Summers, Westminster City Council 



GLORY DAYS: Steve Cram 
setting the world mile 
record in Oslo in 1985 


have never set foot on a track - why 
not give it a try and see where it 
takes you.” 

Saj Arshad, marketing, sales 
and strategy director for Bupa 
UK said: "The Bupa Westmin¬ 
ster Mile has become 
renowned for encouraging 
people of all ages to get ac¬ 
tive, have fun and feel great, 
whether they're competing or 
spectating - and that is what 
makes it a unique event 
which Bupa is proud to sup¬ 
port." 

The Bupa Westminster Mile 
will also act as the official 
British Athletics One-Mile Road 
Age Group Championships and 
sponsorship contracts from Adidas 
will be awarded to the winners of the 
Junior Championship races in 
the U15, U17 and U20 age- 
group categories. 


ENTRIES for the Bupa Westminster Mile 
are now open. There are races for 
families, adults, female only (This Girl 
Can), veterans, juniors, elite athletes and 
senior and junior wheelchair users. 
The entry fee is £8 for entrants aged 18 
and over (£7 for Westminster residents) 
and £6.00 for nine to 17-year-olds (£5.00 
for Westminster residents). Children 
under nine are free. 

There will be a series of races 
throughout the day on Sunday 24 May 
2015 and runners will be seeded 
according to predicted finish time, 
so entrants will be running with people 
of a similar standard. 



■ COMPETITORS from St Augustine's School, above, and All Souls School, below 
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Cathedral Candlemas 


CONGREGANTS from the Dio¬ 
cese of Westminster braved a cold 
winter’s Monday morning to attend 
a special celebration of Candlemas 
held at the city’s catholic cathedral 
and led by Cardinal Vincent 
Nichols. 

The Archbishop celebrated the 
traditional Mass for Religious, 
marking Candlemas, or the Feast of 
the Presentation of the Lord. 

Falling at the midpoint of winter, 
the festival commemorates the rit¬ 
ual purification of the Virgin Mary 
40 days after the birth of Christ, 
and the presentation of the baby 
Jesus in the Temple at Jerusalem. 

Worshippers in the packed cathe¬ 
dral held candles, symbolising 


Jesus as the “light of the world”, 
which were blessed as part of a can¬ 
dlelit procession led by the Cardi¬ 
nal. 

Though a Candlemas service cel¬ 
ebrated by the Archbishop of West¬ 
minster has long been a tradition at 
the cathedral, this month’s celebra¬ 
tion took on a special significance as 
part of the Church’s Year of Conse¬ 
crated Life. 

The Year of Consecrated life, 
which was announced by the Pope 
in 2013 and began last November, 
aims to celebrate the service and 
community of those devoting their 
lives to religious service, and to en¬ 
courage others to do the same. 


LONDON WIDE editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



■ UCL Men's Rugby treasurer George Lyons (left) and president Nick Ed¬ 
monds (right) with Stonewall staff after signing the charity's #NoBystanders 
pledge. 


Rugby players 
raise £1,000 
for Stonewall 

By Patrick Maguire 

MEMBERS of the men’s rugby 
club at University College London 
travelled to the headquarters of 
Britain’s leading gay rights charity 
last week - after their annual charity 
ball raised over £1,000 for the 
group. 

The club’s annual boat ball, held on Feb¬ 
ruary 3rd, was this year staged as a charity 
event for the first time. Over 200 people, in¬ 
cluding current club members and UCL stu¬ 
dents as well as alumni and guests, attended 
the black tie function, with the proceeds 
going to Stonewall UK. 

Club president Nick Edmonds and treas¬ 
urer George Lyons met with Stonewall rep¬ 
resentatives at the charity’s Waterloo offices 
on Thursday 11th February, where they 
handed over the £1,107 total from the night 
and discussed their extensive community 
work and drive to make university rugby ac¬ 
cessible for all. 

They also took the opportunity to sign 
Stonewall’s #NoBystanders pledge on be¬ 
half of the club, part of an initiative to en¬ 
courage people to speak out against 
discriminatory behaviour. 

Edmonds, a second year Classics student, 
said that the charity was a natural fit for the 
100-member-strong rugby club - one of the 


most prestigious in the country and one 
of the largest sports societies at UCL. 

“Stonewall was the unanimous choice 
of the committee. It’s a charity that re¬ 
lates to us. We’ve been working really 
hard to clean up the image of the club 
through our multiple charity events and 
weekly volunteering with local chil¬ 
dren’s sports clubs.” 

“Though rugby is often prejudicially 
labelled as discriminatory, we are as 
open access as possible, and have signed 
a zero tolerance pledge to combat sexual 
harassment at university as well as 
Stonewall’s #NoBystanders Pledge.” 

The club’s donation was gladly re¬ 
ceived by Stonewall, and campaigners 
from the organisation praised their 
work. 

Campaigns officer Juliet Chard, who 


works to combat discrimination in sport, 
said: “it’s great to see university sports 
teams engaging on homophobia as an 
issue.” 

“It’s something that we’ve been work¬ 
ing on a lot in football, but we’ve been 
looking to broaden out our campaigning 
and I think universities like UCL are an 
ideal place for this.” 

February’s boat ball was the club’s lat¬ 
est charity initiative in a year that has 
seen its work in the community go from 
strength to strength. Members give up 
their Sunday mornings to volunteer at 
the Regent’s Park Royals, a junior rugby 
side for children aged four to fourteen, 
and in November raised over £4,000 - 
the highest of any university sports team 
in the UK - for men’s health charity 
Movember. 


Cannon Lane,Tonbridge, KentTN9 I PP 



FIND OUT HOW HELP TO BUY 
CAN MAKE YOUR MOVE A REALITY 


• Help to Buy is a Government-backed scheme 

• Buy with just a 5% deposit 

• The Government could provide a 20% equity loan 
(interest free for the first 5 years) 

• You own I 00% of your home 

New release now available. A popular development with commuters, 
approximately 33 minutes from London Bridge ** 

Currently 3 and 4 bedroom homes available from only £359,995 

Show Homes and Marketing Suite open Thursday - Monday 10am - 5pm. 

A 


WARD 


For more information call 08444 700 555 
or visit wardhomes.co.uk 




YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 

‘Limited availability; selected plots only; subject to status.Terms and conditions apply Scheme cannot be used in conjunction with any other Ward Homes offer See website for details. Help to Buy is available in England on new homes up £600,000. Prices and details 
correct at time of going to press. Images typical ofWard Homes. **Travel times are approximate, information taken from Nationalrail.co.uk 
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ROTARY IN WESTMINSTER 



THE Rotary Club of Westminster West is an ac¬ 
tive club centrally located in Victoria, London. 
It meets at The Rubens Hotel, Buckingham 
Palace Road - literally across the road from the 
rear of Buckingham Palace. 

As a result, the club has the exceptional fea¬ 
ture of attracting both national and interna¬ 
tional visitors to its meetings. 

The club has lady members and its Rotarians 
are delighted to offer warm fellowship to all vis¬ 
iting Rotarians at their meetings, which are 
held every Wednesday at 12.45pm for the start 


of the meeting at 1pm. 

Club meetings run for one hour from 1pm to 
2pm. The lunch costs £20 per person and con¬ 
sists of a three course meal - one of the best 
‘value for money’ lunches in a Central London 
boutique hotel. 

All visiting Rotarians may bring their spouses 
and guests to the luncheon meetings. The dress 
code for visiting Rotarians is smart casual or 
jacket and long pants. A tie is optional. 

Visiting Rotarians may turn up for the meet¬ 
ings without any advance notice to the club. 


Are you paying rent on a poorly 
maintained property? 


Get the compensation you deserve! 


S No win no fee 
S Potential for legal aid 
S Free initial assessment 
S Leading law firm for social housing disputes 
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Alex from South London 

received 


£10,500 

^ in compensation j 



"They were excellent in 
every respect. I can't think 
of anything that they could 
have done better" 



Call us free on 0800 437 0322 

We're ready to help you get the compensation you deserve 

180 North Gower Street, London, NW1 2NB 

www.hja.net 
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What's people's problem 
with a Conservative dinner? 
Perhaps it’s this... 


L AST Monday night I went to 
a fundraising dinner, The 
Black & White Ball, and the 
following day everyone seemed to 
be talking about it, and what re¬ 
ally got me was that loads of peo¬ 
ple seem so outraged. The thing I 
don’t really get is what’s the big 
deal? I’ve been to a lot of similar 
events over the years, but never 
has there been such a 
furore. 

And that’s what I told 
the BBC World Service 
Radio interviewer who 
brought up the subject the 
day after the event. 

What’s the rule? People 
can raise money for all 
sorts of things, as long as 
they don’t happen to be 
business people, and the 
money’s not for the Con¬ 
servative Party to mount 
an election campaign? 

It makes no sense to me. 

Everyone in that room 
that night believes pas¬ 
sionately that David 
Cameron is the man we 
need to lead the country for the next five 
years, and that should Labour be elected it 
would be a national disaster. Everyone | 
doesn’t have to subscribe to that view, but 
it’s a valid one in a free Britain. 

Every penny that ends up in the Treas¬ 
ury comes from businesses, one way or 
another, through tax, so the people there 
last night are also the funders of the NHS 
and the Education System, and the Mili- 


6 Labour is so 
obviously 
economically 
inept and the Lib 
Demsand dead in 
the water. So this 
group of intelli¬ 
gent, left leaning 
individuals, are 
actually angry 


tary and Police. So why so much anger? 

What is wrong with believing that the 
Conservative way is the best way to re¬ 
turn the UK to full employment; to get rid 
of almost a million jobless young people; 
to continue to chop out the deficit, and to 
eventually return the national current ac¬ 
count to surplus? 

I’ve been thinking a lot about the reac¬ 
tion to The Black & White Ball and I’ve 
got a theory. There have always been peo¬ 
ple who for one reason or another don’t 

like big business and their 
wealthy owners. Tradi¬ 
tionally this group would 
have had an outlet for 
their contempt, in that 
they could vote for 
Labour, or the Lib Dems. 

And the reason for the 
anger I’ve discussed above 
might be that Labour is so 
obviously economically 
inept and the Lib Dems 
and dead in the water. So 
this group of intelligent, 
left leaning individuals, 
are actually angry (with 
themselves) because their 


with themselves ^ rains are telling them the 
only sensible course of ac¬ 
tion is to vote for the party 
they have always considered the enemy. 

Whatever the truth of things the place 
was in a mess five years ago, and the way 
I see things, a group of people got together 
to see if they couldn’t avoid going back 
into that hole, as the result of Ed Miliband 
managing to slip into Number 10 by the 
backdoor. And the way I see things that’s 
an outcome that would benefit everyone 
in this country. 


Views expresed are those of the author and no necessarily those of this newspaper 
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• Light and contemporary design 

• Communal gardens 

• Integrated kitchen appliances 

□acorn 
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• Modern energy efficient new build 

• Close to Central London 
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londonbridge@acorn. Itd.uk 
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Countdown to RHS show begins 


Landmark anniversaries inspire 
exhibitors at Chelsea Flower Show 


T HIS year the RHS Chelsea Flower Show Stan was protected and nursed back to health by an 
(May 19th - 23rd) will highlight key events, ordinary family who were part of the French resist- 
moments and movements in history. ance; the garden depicts Stan’s incredible story. 

For the first time, garden designer John Everiss The garden features a sculpture of a young flyer, 
will team up with Chorley Council to create ‘Chor- seconds after parachuting into France, hiding in the 
ley Council: The Evaders Garden’ an artisan garden ruins of a war-damaged church, his eyes looking up 
commemorating the end of the Second World War, to a stained-glass window of two young French 
70 years ago. Stan Everiss, the designer’s father, people reaching out to help him. Alongside this, 
was an RAF evader after being shot down in 1943. rests a wall with a poem listing the names of resist¬ 
ance fighters, many of whom lost their lives. A 
mass planting of peren¬ 
nials and annuals will 
surround the sculpture 
as nature reclaims the 
abandoned church. 
After the show, the gar¬ 
den will be permanently 
located in Astley Park, 
Chorley, as a war me¬ 
morial. 

Another artisan garden 
marking a grand event is 
the ‘Runnymede Surrey 
Magna Carta 800th An¬ 
niversary Garden’. Cel¬ 
ebrating the Magna 
Carta’s 800th anniver¬ 
sary, RHS Gold medal 
winners A Touch of 

■ CH , E U LSEA . P< f nsioners at the flower show held in the 9 rounds of the 
Royal Hospital 




I HER Majesty The Queen at Chelsea Flower Show 

year. In 1215, the Magna Carta was sealed under cial occasion will be Great Pavilion exhibitors, 
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WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE 


UP TO 70% OFF 

OPEN DAILY 10AM — 4PM 
SATURDAY 9AM — 5PM 

Many ex-display sets, cancelled 
orders and discontinued items 


Unit 5 Kimber Centre, 
54 Kimber Road, 
London SW18 4PP 

07809 343116 
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oath by King John at Runnymede and stands as the 
first legal document imposed upon an English sov¬ 
ereign by a group of his subjects, paving the way 
for the advancement of freedom and democracy. 
The formal layout of the garden is evocative of the 
medieval period with the garden’s symmetry sym¬ 
bolising the new law and order of the time. 

Wellington College’s ‘The Living Legacy Gar¬ 
den’ designed by Andrew Wilson and Gavin 
Me William, depicts the 200th anniversary of the 


Birmingham City Council. Celebrating 300 years 
of the city’s cathedral, the exhibit reflects the work 
of the historic building and how Birmingham has 
grown around it. Situated in the ‘Best of British’ 
zone of the Great Pavilion, a floral representation 
of the cathedral’s tower sits among bells cascading 
flowers upon a wicker angel. Three water features 
will be used with one sending jets of water from 
the organ pipes. Aiming to raise the profile of tra¬ 
ditional bedding, a spectrum of colours will be 


Battle of Waterloo, a victory that changed the face use d, with a focus on reds and pinks to reflect the 
of Europe. The garden also celebrates the on-going painted windows of the iconic building, 
legacy of Wellington 
College, which was cre¬ 
ated as a national me¬ 
morial to the Duke of 
Wellington, having de¬ 
feated Napoleon. After 
the Show, the garden 
will be replanted at the 
college. Wilson 

Me William Studio re¬ 
turns to the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show 
after its Show Garden 
was awarded an RHS 
Silver-Gilt medal last 
year. 

Also marking a spe- 



■ ARTIST'S impression of the garden that will mark the 800th 
anniversary of Magna Carta 



■ ARTIST'S impression of The Living Legacy Garden which will commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo at this year's RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
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ENTRANCE CHARGES 


Adults £2, children under 1 metre £1 
Under 3 years old ‘NO CHARGE’ 

OUR CONTROLLED ENTRANCE SYSTEM 
MAKES THESE WITHOUT DOUBT 
THE SAFEST CRIME-FREE FAIRS IN LONDON. 


@irvinleisure 


www.facebook.com/lrvinsFunfairs 
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50 Shades 

FIRE chiefs are concerned the new film 
Fifty Shades Of Grey could lead to more 
people across the capital being stuck or 
trapped in objects like handcuffs or rings - 
already red-faced incidents have cost more 
than £380,000 for firefighters to release. 

In 2013/14, firefighters attended 472 incidents in¬ 
volving people being trapped or stuck, often in every¬ 
day household items. This has steadily increased year 
on year since the Fifty Shades of Grey books were 
published. 

The Brigade has started a campaign called Fifty 
Shades of Red, asking people to think carefully before 
getting themselves into sticky situations. 

Since April 2013 the capital’s fire crews have been 
called out to: 


LONDON WIDE editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

keeping capital’s firemen busy 


• By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


• 14 incidents involving children with their heads 
stuck in potties or toilet seats 

• 28 incidents involving people being trapped in 
handcuffs 

• 293 rings removed including seven instances of 
men with stuck in rings. 

Each incident costs taxpayers at least £295, meaning 
the incidents over the past three years have cost 
£388,810. 

The Brigade said that in the past its crews have been 
called to a man who was stuck in a toaster and another 
trapped in a vacuum cleaner. 


Despite the unusual nature of some of the incidents, 
the Brigade was keen to stress that people should al¬ 
ways call 999 in the case of a genuine emergency. 

Third Officer Dave Brown, said: “The Fifty Shades 
Effect seems to spike handcuff incidents so we hope 
film goers will use common sense and avoid leaving 
themselves red-faced. 

On the scene in minutes 

“I’d like to remind everyone that 999 is an emer¬ 
gency number and should only be used as such. If 
there’s a genuine emergency, fire crews will of course 
attend and will be on the scene to help within min¬ 
utes.” 

People getting into a jam with rings, bracelets and 
watches are a common occurrence, while firefighters 
are also regularly called to assist people and children 


with their fingers trapped in electrical items like 
washing machines, sewing machines and heaters. 

The most common type of call out for this type of 
incident is to people with rings stuck on their fingers. 

“Our advice is simple”, said a Brigade spokesper¬ 
son, “If the ring doesn’t fit, don’t force it on. As well 
as being painful, you could end up wasting emer¬ 
gency service time if you have to call us out.” 

Between April 2014 to February 2015 there have 
been 393 incidents. 

The Brigade issued three top tips to help people 
avoid getting into tricky situations: 

• Common sense is needed - if it doesn’t look safe, 
it probably isn’t, so don’t do it. 

• If you use handcuffs, always keep the keys handy 

• Fingers and electrical appliances don’t mix, espe¬ 
cially those with blades 



'Our expert Government 
adviser helped us get 
a handle on exporting" 


Smruti Sriram, CEO of Supreme Creations 


Businesses looking to export can work with an 
expert International Trade Adviser. To discover 
how Supreme Creations benefited from 
Government support and how you can too, 

visit greatbusiness.gov.uk/exporting 
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Chip Week facts (16-22 February 2015) 

• Almost 700,000 tonnes of potatoes are made into fresh chips in 
Great Britain every year - that’s 333 times heavier than the London Eye 

• Around 15,000 hectares of potatoes are grown each year in Great Britain 
to be used for fresh chips - the same space as 10,500 football pitches 

• Over 328 million portions of fish and chip meals are sold in the UK 
each year. 

• In one year, we eat nearly three billion meals containing chips, with 
dinnertime being the most popular time to eat them (64%) and tea time 
the second favourite (24%) 

• The average spend in a fish and chip shop is £3.21 - less than half the 
average price us Brits splash out on a takeaway curry. Chinese food is 
around 46% more expensive than a meal from the chippy, while a pizza 
is 47% more expensive. 

• Michelin-starred chef Simon Haigh created the world's most expensive 
fish and chips in February 2014 costing £304 per portion. The costly fish 
and chips dish includes ingredients such as Dover Sole, black truffle and 
champagne batter. 

• Using the right spuds for chips can make all the difference - to ensure 
your chips are lovely and fluffy try King Edward or Maris Piper 
potatoes. 

• There are over 27 million visits to fish and chip shops every month. 

• The largest serving of chips weighed 448 kg (987 lb 10 oz) and was made 
by Adventure Island (UK), in Southend on Sea, Essex, UK, on 29 June 
2011 . 

• Celebrity chip fans include Lady Gaga, Victoria Beckham, Rihanna, 
Kate Moss, David Walliams and Michelle Obama. 

•A surveyvii of 1,000 adults shows ’chip shop chips' are the nation’s 
favourite chips with nearly half (45%) of all respondents putting them 
first, followed by French fries (16%), oven chips (14%), potato wedges 
(8%) crinkle cut chips (7%) and curly fries (7%). 

• The surveyviii also shows that where we live affects our chip choices, 
with people in the South preferring salt and vinegar on their portion 
while the Scottish are more likely than people in any other region to 
choose a portion of curly fries. People in the Midlands have a fondness 
for curry sauce and cheese with their portion; the Welsh are more likely 
than other regions to eat their chips straight from the oven; and a quarter 
of Londoners favour the French fry. 

Fish and chips was the only take-away food not to be rationed during the 
Second World War. Frederick Lord Woolton, Minister of Food at the 
time, even allowed mobile frying vans to carry fish and chips to 
evacuees around the country. 
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AS THE GREEN PARTY AIMS TO ABOLISH THE MONARCHY 


The ‘most valuable’ of 
Ss? all British brands 



■ NO ROYAL FAMILY would mean no pomp and pageantry which. Brand Finance believes, would cost the country 
£44 billion in lost revenue Photo: Nieboer/PPE/SIPA/REX 


By Geoff Baker 

MBITIONS by the in- 
creasingly-popular 
Green Party to abolish 
the British monarchy would 
leave a £44 billion hole in the 
economy, financial experts 
have revealed. 

The aim of the Greens to end the 
monarchy - and evict The Queen 
from Buckingham Palace to a 
council house instead, as suggested 
by the Party’s leader Natalie Ben¬ 
nett last month - would also deci¬ 
mate London businesses which 
rely on their royal connection. 

Recent polls reveal that the Green 
Party can expect up to 11 per cent 
of the vote in the General Election 
in May, five per cent behind UKIP 
and two per cent ahead of the Lib- 
Dems. 

In their manifesto the Green 
Party reveal their wish to end the 
monarchy, throw hereditary peers 
out of the House of Lords and 
abolish the Lord Mayor of London. 

“The Green Party believes that 
the hereditary principle should 
have no place in government. 



■ GREEN Party leader Natalie 
Bennett thinks the royal family 
should be evicted from Bucking¬ 
ham Palace 

Therefore the Green Party advo¬ 
cates that the monarchy shall cease 
to be an office of government. The 
legislative, executive and judicial 
roles of the monarch shall cease. 

It adds: “The House of Lords, as 
presently constituted, has no legit¬ 
imate mandate because it is not 
elected. It should be abolished and 

■ TURN to page 3 



Inside London's new weekly 



The Royal Film Performance 
at the Odeon Leicester 
Square this week 

page 4 

Can Emma 
Thompson 
recreate her 
Sweeney Todd 
triumph? 

page 5 
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ROYAL LONDON 


Greens' monarchy plans don't add up 


Cost of losing the monarchy would hit London hard 


FROM page 1 

replaced by a second chamber directly elected 
by proportional representation. 

“The Green Party will work for the abolition 
of the City of London Corporation and the spe¬ 
cial statuses it enjoys... .It will work for the abo¬ 
lition of the Lord Mayor of London.” 

But the cost of losing the monarchy would hit 
London hard. An in-depth accountancy study of 
the commercial value of the monarchy by ex¬ 
perts Brand Finance reveals that losing the ben¬ 
efits of the monarchy to the economy would be 
massive, the equivalent of losing 40 per cent of 
the entire NHS budget of £113 billion. 

The valuation report says the monarchy “is one 
of the most valuable of all British brands, there 
seems little doubt 
that the institution 
of monarchy adds 
significant annual 
earnings and long¬ 
term economic 
value to the UK”. 

It adds: “When 
special one-off 
events are taken 
into consideration, 
the benefit for the 
economy is enor¬ 
mous. 

“Novelty mugs and tea towels aside, the public 
relations benefits generated through the world’s 
intense interest in the Royal family are equally 
significant ... The value of what is essentially 
free publicity for the United Kingdom when 
considered in the long term, is enormous. 


6the institution 
of monarchy 
adds 

significant 
annual 
earnings and 
long-term 
economic value 
to the UK • 



■ HM The Queen, Prince Philip, Prince Charles and Camilla Duchess of Cornwall at the State Opening of Parliament last year. The Green party 
would seek to abolish the British monarch, the House of Lords and the role of the Lord Mayor of London Photo: REX 


DARK 

UNIVERSE 

NOW SHOWING AT THE PETER HARRISON PLANETARIUM 


The galaxies, stars, planets and 
everything we can see make up less 
than 5% of the universe. 

What is the other 95%? 

Narrated by 
Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Dark Universe was developed by the American Museum of Natural History, New York (www.amnh.org), 
in collaboration with the Californian Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, and GOTO INC., Tokyo, Japan 
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“The halo effect which results from the 
pageantry and history it represents, is something 
which is leveraged effectively by numerous 
brands, as well as the monarchy itself, to pro¬ 
vide a boost to both the economy and the brand 
of the United Kingdom currently valued at £44 
billion.” 

The Green Party’s royal policy would also 
mean Britain’s most expensive home coming on 


the market, with Buckingham Palace being put 
up for grabs at a price of £1 billion following a 
division of assets between The Queen and the 
State. 

“A settlement of property held by the current 
royal family shall be made, to divide it between 
that required for the private life of current mem¬ 
bers of the family and that to be public prop¬ 
erty,” say the Greens. 


WHERE TO SEE YOUR 
FAVOURITE ROYAL 


FULL details of future and recent events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many members of The 
Royal Family are available from the official web¬ 
site www.royal.gov.uk 

but here’s the London schedule for the week ahead 
for Where To See A Royal. 

Tuesday February 17th 

• The Queen will attend a reception at St James’s 
Palace to mark the 80th anniversary of Diabetes 
UK. 

• The Duke Of Edinburgh, as Elder Brother and 
Past Master, together with the Princess Royal, as 
Master, will attend the Younger Brethren Guest 
Night at Trinity House, Tower Hill EC3. 

• The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Corn¬ 
wall will attend the Royal Film Performance of 
The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel at the 
Odeon Leicester Square. 

Wednesday February 18th 

• The Duke Of Edinburgh, formerly Grand Presi¬ 
dent of the Royal Commonwealth Ex-Services 
League, will attend a lunch to mark his 41 years 
as Grand President at the Army & Navy Club, St 
James’s Square. 

• The Duke Of Gloucester, as Patron of Habitat 
for Humanity Great Britain, will attend the Local 
Solutions to Global Challenges conference at the 
British Medical Association, Tavistock Square. 


Thursday February 19th 

• The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh will re¬ 
open Canada House, Trafalgar Square. 

• The Duke Of Kent, as Patron of St Mungo’s 
Broadway, will visit the Cedars Road complex at 
Cedars Road SW4. 

• The Duke of Kent, as President of the Cavalry 
and Guards Club, will attend a lunch at 127 Pic¬ 
cadilly Wl. 

Monday February 23rd 

• The Queen and Duke Of Edinburgh will give a 
reception at Buckingham Palace to commemorate 
the 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta. 

Tuesday February 24th 

• The Countess of Wessex will attend the Torch 
Trophy Trust Awards at the Army & Navy Club, 
Pall Mall W1. 

• The Duke of Gloucester, as Grand Prior of the 
Most Venerable Order of the Hospital of St John 
of Jerusalem, will hold an investiture at the Priory 
Church of St John, Clerkenwell EC1, and will 
open the St John Ambulance National Headquar¬ 
ters, St John’s Lane EC1. 

• The Duchess of Gloucester, as Honorary Livery¬ 
man of the Worshipful Company of Basketmakers, 
will attend a Basketmaking Day at the Royal Na¬ 
tional Hotel WC1. 
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ROYAL LONDON 


The Royal Film Performance 


Choose a movie ... and make it a good one! 


I T must have been such a difficult decision to 
make. Not. When choosing the movie for this 
year’s Royal Film Performance, the organisers 
were faced with two big British releases both 
coming out at around the same time - ‘The Sec¬ 
ond Best Exotic Marigold Hotel’and, err, ‘Fifty 
Shades Of Grey’. 

But as nobody in the establishment of the UK 
film industry has an interest in putting a royal in 
any shade of red face, it’s not surprising that the 
bondage blockbuster won’t be the one rolling the 
red carpet out for Prince Charles and the Duchess 
of Cornwall at the Odeon Leicester Square this 
week. 

That may be a bit of a blow for the publicity-rav¬ 
enous ‘Fifty Shades’, as the PR benefits of getting 
a royal along for popcorn and Kia-ora are worth 
hundreds of thousands of pounds of free advertis¬ 
ing, but it was no contest. 

For although ‘Fifty Shades’ may be the new big 
thing with adults who have just discovered adven¬ 
turous sex, the Marigold Hotel with its theme of 
love among the silver-haired sequel is much more 
a movie of now. 



■ PRINCE Charles and Camilla Duchess of 
Cornwall will attend the Royal Film Performance 
this week 


With a clever finger on the exploding Saga de¬ 
mographic, the first Marigold movie took £82 mil¬ 
lion at the box office - a fine return on the £6 
million it cost to make - and the sequel is tipped 
to do just as well. 

Besides, the royal family apparently enjoyed the 
first Marigold movie - and you’d know it if they 
didn’t, for The Queen’s aides have complained be¬ 
fore about some of 
the flicks that royal 
patronage has 
made them have to 
sit through. 

Take for instance 
‘Beau Brummell’, 
the 1954 historical 
flop which starred 
Stewart Granger 
and Elizabeth Tay¬ 
lor and lost over $3 
million. Her 
Majesty was be¬ 
lieved to have so 
little enjoyed the 
Royal Film Per¬ 
formance of it that 
she must have 
wanted to dash out 
before her own Na- 


By Geoff Baker 

tional Anthem. To make matters more tedious than 
a dull script, in the early days of Royal Film Per¬ 
formances the movie came with the supporting 
feature of a stage show, making the night drag on. 

Declassified documents have revealed that The 
Queen’s aides complained to then Prime Minister 
Sir Winston Churchill, not least as it came in the 
wake of three other pretty dreadful royal movie 
premieres, ‘Where No Vultures Fly’, ‘Because 
You’re Mine’ and ‘Rob Roy The Highland 
Rogue’. 

In a 1954 memo concerning the ‘Beau Brum¬ 
mell’ screening, Churchill’s Private Secretary 
David Pitblado told Sir Frank Lee, the Permanent 
Secretary at the Board of Trade: “The Prime Min¬ 
ister asked me to look into this when he returned 
from his audience with the Queen. The Queen had 
told him what a bad film it was and he, on his own 
initiative, wanted to see what could be done about 
it for the future.” 

Vulgar and distressing 

The Queen was not the only one whose appreci¬ 
ation was somewhat taxed and Sir Frank Lee 
dropped a memo to film industry bosses, saying: 
“There is no doubt at all that the quality of the 
films shown to HM on the last four occasions, 
which I have also had the misfortune to attend, 
ranged from the mediocre down to the vulgar and 
distressing. The whole evening is a long and gar¬ 
ish ordeal; it is not surprising that both HM herself 
and most outside critics should ask whether the 
selection of the main film to be shown could not 
be radically improved.” 

Put somewhat in their place, the moviemen se¬ 
lected Alfred Hitchcock’s ‘To Catch A Thief’ for 
the following year’s royal showcase and it was a 
hit at the palace. 

An Assistant Private Secretary to The Queen 
told the film chiefs: “Her Majesty had enjoyed the 
film and was happy with the revised arrangement 
... She had particularly welcomed the eli min ation 
of the stage show and the fact that, for her, the 
whole occasion had lasted for no more than 2 
hours 40 minutes.” 

The Royal Film Performance began publicly in 
1946 - with David Niven’s ‘A Matter Of Life And 
Death’ - although the history of movies for the 
royals goes back much further. 

The first Royal Command Film Performance 
was held at Marlborough House on 21 July 1896 
before 40 Royal guests. 

The showing followed a request from pioneer 
cinematographer Birt Acres of New Barnet to be 
allowed to exhibit publicly a film he had taken the 
previous month of The Prince and Princess of 
Wales attending the Cardiff Exhibition. Before 
giving his permission, The Prince of Wales (later 
King Edward VII) asked Acres to bring the film 
to Marlborough House for inspection. 

It was screened in a specially erected marquee 
together with 20 
other short films, in¬ 
cluding Tom Merry 
the Lightning Artist 
drawing Mr Glad¬ 
stone and Lord Sal¬ 
isbury, the Derby 
Races of 1895 and 

1896, Henley Re¬ 
gatta and scenes 
showing a boxing 
kangaroo, a great 
Northern Railway 
express train and the 
pursuit of a pick¬ 
pocket. 

The following 
year, in November 

1897, H. J. Hitchins 
presented to Queen 
Victoria a selection 
of Diamond Jubilee 



■ DAVID Niven and Kim Hunter in 'A Matter of Life 
and Death - the first Royal Film Performance 



■ MEMBERS of the cast of this year's Royal Film - The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 


and other films taken for the Lumiere Cine- 
matographe. They were accompanied by a full or¬ 
chestra under the baton of Leopold Wenzel. 

The first feature film presented by Royal Com¬ 
mand was Cecil Hep worth's production of Coming 
Through the Rye, starring Alma Taylor, which was 
shown before Queen Alexandra in the State Din¬ 
ing Room of Marlborough House on August 4th, 
1916. 

Hepworth was no stranger to Command Per¬ 
formances, having been present at the very first 
one when he had acted as assistant to Birt Acres. 
The first feature film to be presented by command 


of the Sovereign was Tom Brown's Schooldays, 
which Lew Waren exhibited for King George V 
and Queen Mary at Buckingham Palace on Feb¬ 
ruary 24th, 1917. 

The current run of Royal Film Performances 
began in 1946 when King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth took The Princess Elizabeth and The 
Princess Margaret to see ‘A Matter of Life and 
Death’. 

The Royal Film Performance is held in aid of 
The Cinema & Television Benevolent Fund. Tick¬ 
ets to the performance are always available to the 
public. 
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Prague, Budapest 
& Vienna 


Flying direct from an airport 
near you 

Departs Mar to Oct 2015 

Discover and explore a trio of Europe’s 
finest cities and their delightful surrounding 
countryside, with included guided tours in 
each. A visit to Slovakian capital Bratislava 
completes this fully escorted tour. 

Price includes 

• Return flights direct to Prague from 
London Stansted, London Gatwick & 
London Heathrow 



Carcassonne, 
Avignon & 
Provence 


Flying direct from an airport 
near you 

Departs Apr to Oct 2015 
Price includes 

• Return flights to France from London 
Stansted, London Gatwick & 

London Heathrow 

• A guided walking tour of historic, walled 
Carcassonne 


• Seven nights’ bed and breakfast 
accommodation Prague (3), Budapest (2), 
and Vienna (2) 

• Fascinating guided tours in Prague, 
Budapest and Vienna 

• Visit to Bratislava 

• Comfortable scenic coach travel 
and transfers 

• Fully escorted by a friendly, experienced 
Tour Manager 

Applies to new bookings made in Feb 2015 on selected Air 
holidays. Quote code FEBSALE. May be withdrawn any time & 
can’t be used with any other offer. 

@ www.newmarket.travel/wpm18808 

(^) 0330 160 7742 quoting code WPM 

These holidays are organised & operated by CL'§) 

Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL 
protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single ^ABTA 
supplements apply Standard phone charges travel a»<m.. 


• Canal du Midi cruise 

• A full day visit to majestic Avignon and the 
stunning Roman Pont du Gard 

• Five nights’ bed & continental breakfast 
accommodation at the Ibis Carcassonne 
Est hotel (upgrade hotels available for a 
supplement) 

• Comfortable coach transfers and 
travel throughout 

• Fully escorted by a Tour Manager 
Applies to new bookings made in Feb 2015 on selected Air 
holidays. Quote code FEBSALE. May be withdrawn any time & 
can’t be used with any other offer. 

@ www.newmarket.travel/wpm16620 
(^) 0330 160 7742 quoting code WPM 

These holidays are organised & operated by 
Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL ^ 
protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single I^ABTA 
supplements apply Standard phone charges ^ tw Association 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


After a triumph in New York ... 


Can Emma recreate her 
Sweeney magic in London? 



by Geoff Baker 

I t’s a big ask even of a member of the 
Hogwarts staff, but does Professor 
Trelawney have the magic to transform 
the English National Opera? 

Harry Potter’s Divination teacher has been 
signed up in the hope of raising fortunes at The 
Coliseum and confidence is high that in her 
new role, national treasure Emma Thompson 
will be just the trick. 

With the ENO having to cope with losing £5 
million of its Arts Council grant, falling audi¬ 
ences, management resignations and the tall 
order of 2,300 seats to fill every night, much 
depends on Emma pulling a triumph out of the 
bag as the gruesome pie-maker Mrs Lovett in 
the ENO’s new production of Sondheim’s 
Sweeney Todd. 

No pressure then on the revered actress who 
admits that the role is the scariest of her career. 

Sweeney Todd opens at The Coliseum next 
month after an acclaimed run in New York, 
where Emma starred opposite the renowned 
bass-baritone Bryn Terfel, singing with The 
New York Philharmonic at the Lincoln Center. 

“I have never been so frightened, ever,” said 
double-Oscar winner Emma. 

“What I am hoping for is a slight improve¬ 
ment in London and what I 
mean by that is having no 
actual nausea. If I can 
manage the fear with¬ 
out the nausea I’ll 
be really happy. 

“It’s a very dif¬ 
ficult score, it’s 
fantastically 
complex.” 

But Bryn Terfel, 
who plays the 
demon barber of 
Fleet Street, predicts 
that London will be as 
won over by her perform¬ 
ance as New York was. 

“Sweeney Todd is 
very difficult to per¬ 
form. When she sang 
with the orchestra in 
New York for the first 
time she actually 
brought tears to the eyes 
of the instrumentalists. 

These are die-hard peo¬ 
ple who have played all sorts of repertoire but 
to have Emma in front of them singing with 
every nuance she could possibly have, they 
found it mesmerising,” he said. 

The notorious New York critics, who can 
make mincemeat even better than Mrs Lovett’s 
cannibal pie fillings, were impressed too - 
“Can she sing? Can she ever,” wrote The New 
York Times. “Her performance was by virtually 
all measures a triumphant one, she put a lively 
personal stamp on the role.” 

The New York Daily News agreed - “Emma 
Thompson stole the show” was its verdict. 

Her return to the West End will mark her first 
time onstage in London in 25 years, since she 
played opposite her former husband Kenneth 
Branagh in “Look Back In Anger”. 

Since then Emma has created a magnifi¬ 


cently-successful film career, including win¬ 
ning an Oscar as best actress in ‘Howards 
End’, another as best writer for her adaptation 
of ‘ Sense And Sensibility’ and Academy Award 
nominations for her parts in ‘Love Actually” 
and ‘Saving Mr Banks’. 

Young fans 

She also won a huge and young fanbase for 
the hugely-successful Nanny McPhee films 
and as Professor Trelawney in three Harry Pot¬ 
ter films. Perhaps her Potter fans, now older 
and open to other culture, will flock to The 
Coliseum - especially as the massive theatre is 
including 300 £10 tickets for every night of 
Sweeney Todd, a big saving on the £125 upper 
seats. 

As the barbaric baker, it will be her first time 
singing on stage in London since 1989 when 


she starred in ‘Me And My Girl’. Although the 
upbeat Cockney musical delighted audiences 
who went home doing The Lambeth Walk, for 
Emma the 15-month run became a gloomy 
time behind the scenes. 

“I became clinically depressed, it was the ef¬ 
fect of having to be so cheerful every night,” 
she said. 

She wasn’t really joking. Like many of her 
profession and many more of us, she has suf¬ 
fered the ‘black dog’ which poleaxes so many 
creatives. To help others with depression, she 
talked about it to psychologist Douglas Eby, 
who specialises in helping creative people with 
the condition said to afflict one in four people 
every year. 

“My first bout was during Me And My Girl. 
I didn’t change my clothes or answer the 
phone, but I went to the theatre every night and 


was cheerful and sang the Lambeth Walk. 
That’s what actors do, but it was my first time 
with actual clinical depression,” she said. 

“Although I did stay sane, it was tough and I 
probably should have sought professional help 
long before I did.” 

After the break-up of her first marriage de¬ 
pression overwhelmed her again, but she found 
that adapting Jane Austen for the Oscar-win¬ 
ning screenplay helped her get through it. 

“The only thing I could do was write. I used 
to crawl from the bedroom to the computer and 
just sit and write and then I was OK, because I 
was not present. Sense And Sensibility saved 
me from going under in a very nasty way.” 

The ENO production of Sweeney Todd opens 
on March 30th and closes on April 12th, just 
three days before her 56th birthday. Many ac¬ 
tresses and TV presenters have recently 
lamented that the mid-50s is the age when there 
are few parts on offer, especially as much of 
Hollywood appears obsessed with key roles 
going to younger players who are increasingly 
encouraged to not only look young but to lose 
weight for the parts. 

It is a trend that Emma Thompson defies and 
she advises young actresses to defy it too. 

Never do that 

“You should never let yourself be defined by 
how you look, never do that,” she said. 

“If people go on and on about how you look, 
you have to challenge it. 

“It’s particularly bad for women at the mo¬ 
ment because they appear to be required to be 
models as well as actors. But if somebody says 
to you that you have to be thinner, you have to 
challenge it and ask ‘why?’ ‘Is my character a 
thin person? Is she thin because of some sort 
of eating disorder?’ 

“You have to say, ‘Give me a reason, because 
if this is some sort of cosmetic reason then 
what you want for this part is a model and not 
an actor’. You have to be firm. Do not be put 
upon and feel that is how you have to be, be¬ 
cause it’s not true and the more of us who coun¬ 
teract that, the more that it will go.” 

Her other tip for the thousands attempting to 
break big in the new culture of instant-made 
celebrity is to stop dreaming of the red carpet. 

“Don’t ever desire to be a star because fame 
is just a by-product of what you do, it is an ac¬ 
cident,” she said. 

“What you do you must do because you love 
it and you’re good at it and people enjoy watch¬ 
ing you, but anything else is by the by. Don’t 
do things just because they might pay well, do 
wild things and challenge yourself.” 

Emma’s new challenge may be a fright for 
her, but she welcomes the return to the London 
stage. 

“ You’ve got to keep on doing different things 
and throwing yourself into the dark, otherwise 
you get a bit samey and people get bored,” she 
said. 

There will be little chance for that at The Col¬ 
iseum, her run in Sweeney Todd will only last 
for 13 performances. And although that is just 
under 30,000 bums to put on seats in a fort¬ 
night, she has the magic to pull it off. 

• Sweeney Todd - A Musical Thriller. The 
London Coliseum from March 30th. 
www.eno.org 







Thursday, February 19th 2015 


editorial @ londonweekly ne ws .co .uk 


London Weekly News 17 



A SELECTION OF 64 MODERN, 
NEWLY BUILT APARTMENTS ON THE 
OLD KENT ROAD AVAILABLE TO LET 


• 1, 2. 3, & 4 bedroom apartments • Access to roof terrace or balcony 

• Light and contemporary design • Close to local amenities 

• Communal gardens • Modern energy efficient new build 

• Integrated kitchen appliances • Close to Central London 


020 8333 4488 

catford'cfcacorn. Itd.uk 


# acorn 
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WINE&DINE 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 



■ GETTING THEIR HANDS DIRTY: Raymond Blanc and Kate Humble get on with the business of growing fruit and 
vegetables at Kew Gardens 

A feast of Kew on a plate 


T HE Royal Botanic Gardens Kew 
are to feature in a new BBC2 pro¬ 
gramme starring chef Raymond 
Blanc and presenter Kate Humble. 

The four one-hour episodes are part of 
the channel’s new season of food pro¬ 
gramming which examines how what we 
eat shapes who we are. 

For the programme the BBC was given 
special permission for two-Michelin 
starred chef Raymond Blanc to transform 
an area of Kew Gardens into a sumptu¬ 
ous fruit and vegetable garden on the site 
of what was once Queen Victoria’s royal 
kitchen garden. 

Each of the four episodes will represent 
a season of the year. 

The series will unlock the fascinating 
history of Britain’s fruit and vegetables. 
Every species of fruit and every type of 
vegetable that ends up on our plate has 
its own story - of exploration, obsessive 


■ RAYMOND Blanc is best known 
for his two-Michelin starred 
restaurant Le Manoir Aux 
Quat'Saisons set in the Oxford¬ 
shire countryside. 

He is also behind Brasserie Blanc 
which has 13 locations nationwide 
and seven here in London includ¬ 
ing Chancery Lane, Charlotte 
Street, Covent Garden, Southbank, 
St Paul's, Threadneedle Street and 
the Tower of London. 

Raymond has written a new 


collection, invention, scientific ingenuity, 
exotic fashion, propaganda and changing 
tastes. 

It will also examine the cutting edge 
science at Kew involving many of these 
plants and discover what surprising se¬ 
crets lie beneath their skins. 

While Kate uncovers some fascinating 
historical stories and recipes and discov¬ 
ers how science plays a part in what we 
eat, Raymond takes the raw ingredients 
from the Kew vegetable garden and 
transforms them into a range of dishes 
that remind us just how special our her¬ 
itage vegetables are. 

As Raymond delights over the first new 
potato harvest of the season, heralding 
the arrival of spring, Kate explores the 
roller-coaster history of this most ubiqui¬ 
tous of vegetable; from exotic 16th cen¬ 
tury marvel, to unloved food for swine, 
to our most cherished staple. 


recipe book called 'Kew on a Plate' 
to accompany the TV series which 
will be published on March 5th and 
is available to pre-order on Ama¬ 
zon. 

It includes a wealth of stunning 
historical illustrations, woodcuts 
and images as well as beautiful 
recipe photography. 



We’ll learn of the pineapple mania that 
gripped Britain as people competed to be 
the first to grow the fruit, sparing no ex¬ 
pense in their endeavours; discover how 
tomatoes were once considered to be 
highly poisonous; and how a French 
spy’s discovery in South America lead to 
the development of our garden straw¬ 
berry. 

We’ll find out how the commercial cul¬ 
tivation of mushrooms began on manure 
piles in the caverns and mines under 
Paris, and learn of the obsession that led 
to the creation of the Gooseberry Clubs 
of Georgian England. 

The series will uncover how the humble 
turnip helped spark an agricultural revo¬ 
lution, how unscrupulous manufacturers 
dyed their canned peas a brilliant green 
using toxic copper sulphate, and how the 
ingenuity of a twelve-year-old slave al¬ 
lowed the manufacture of the world’s 
favourite flavour of ice cream - vanilla. 

Raymond brings with him unparalleled 
expertise. For decades he has grown nu¬ 
merous varieties of heritage fruit and 
vegetables and knows exactly which 
apple is the perfect variety for his Tarte 
Tatin or which potato makes the perfect 
accompaniment to a Sunday roast. He 
will select rare varieties that were once 
the mainstay of British gardens and, as 
the months pass and the fruit and vegeta¬ 
bles grow, he will harvest and cook them 
to create delicious, fresh and seasonal 
dishes, their unique flavours perfectly 
matched to mouth-watering recipes. 

He said: “What a privilege it is to be 
working on this project with Kew and the 
BBC. This is particularly close to my 
heart and I am sure viewers will share my 
inspiration and passion for British her¬ 
itage, the garden and the glorious food 
that I will cook from it." 

After the filming, the vegetable garden 
will be open to the public to come and 
enjoy a unique opportunity to experience 
this exciting project first hand. 


* 
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MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 

WILD GARLIC 
SPELT RISOTTO 

Serves 4-6 


HIS tasty, cheap dish makes a great starter or vegetarian 
main course. The pureed wild garlic comes into play here, 
giving the risotto a vibrant green colour. 


1 large onion, peeled, halved, finely chopped 
2tbsp olive or rapeseed oil 

160-180g spelt, soaked in cold water for a couple of hours 
1.51trs vegetable stock, or a couple of good stock cubes dis¬ 
solved in the same amount of boiling water 
A handful of wild garlic leaves and stems, washed and roughly 
chopped 

A couple of tbsp of wild garlic puree 
80g unsalted butter, diced 
For the wild garlic puree 

2-3 handfuls of wild garlic leaves and stems, washed and dried 
120-150ml rapeseed oil 

First make the puree: simply blend the wild garlic in a liquidiser 
with the rapeseed oil, until smooth, then it can be stored in a ster¬ 
ilised preserving jar in the fridge for up to six months. 

Heat the oil in a heavy-based saucepan and gently cook the onion 
for 2-3 minutes, without colouring. 

Drain the spelt and add it to the onion; season, then gradually add 
the stock, ensuring each addition has been absorbed before adding 
the next. Cook for 15-20 minutes, until the spelt is tender but not 
too soft. Add a couple of tablespoons of the puree, the wild garlic 
and the butter. The risotto should be a little sloppy; add more stock 
if you need to and season to taste. Serve immediately. 



COMPETITION WINNER 

The winner of the competition to win lunch for 
two at one of Mark Hix's Hixter Restsurants in 
Bankside or the City is: 

Angela Trainor, of Peabody Buildings, 
Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SW1. 
Thank you to all those who entered. 

LOOK OUR FOR ANOTHER EATING 
COMPETITION IN NEXT WEEK'S LWN 
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HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 
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Cycling plans ‘on the right track’ 



NINE out of 10 residents in Hammersmith 
and Fulham have backed a plan to make cy¬ 
cling safer across the borough. 

Councillors say they are “on the right track” 
with their aims to boost participation, after win¬ 
ning the overwhelming support of residents. 

The vast majority of people asked about the 
council's proposals also agreed that its new cy¬ 
cling strategy would encourage others to get on 
their bikes instead of using other forms of trans¬ 
port. 

A public consultation process was launched to 
gauge residents' responses to the plans, which 
include proposals to set up special 'quietways' - 
routes with little or no traffic, designed to en¬ 
courage beginners. 

The council also hopes to introduce two 'cycle 
superhighways', as well as improvements to 
Hammersmith Bridge, where a 20mph speed 
limit is proposed along with a contra-flow cycle 
lane on Bridge Avenue. 

It says the cycling strategy will help to improve 
transport in the borough by catering effectively 
for cyclists and pedestrians as well as drivers. 

“These are very pleasing results which show 
we are on the right track with our aims”, said 
Councillor Larry Culhane, chairman of Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham Council's community 


By Jack Dixon 


safety, environment and residents' services pol¬ 
icy and accountability committee. 

“Whether someone is riding a bike for the first 
time ever, or the first time that day, we want 
them to be able to do so without fear - and this 
feedback will be valuable in ensuring we create 
a borough where cyclists, motorists and pedes¬ 
trians can all travel easily and in safety.” 

Of those who responded to the consultation, 73 
per cent were borough residents and 16 per cent 
were employees or students in the borough. 

Almost two-thirds of those who responded 
were aged from 45 to 65, with young people ac¬ 
counting for less than four per cent of the replies. 

Boost cycling 

Around 90 per cent of those asked said they 
supported the council's aims to improve safety 
for cyclists and other highway users, and a sim¬ 
ilar number agreed that the plans would also 
boost cycling in the borough. 

The council hopes to increase participation, as 
part of the Mayor's 'Vision for Cycling in Lon¬ 
don' programme being rolled out across the cap¬ 
ital. 

In its strategy document, the council sets out 


initial plans to expand the current cycle network 
and encourage the use of cycling for everyday 
transport. 

Technical studies are already underway at the 
Hammersmith Gyratory, where an option being 


considered to improve safety is to make one leg 
of the junction cycle and pedestrian only. 

Exact details about new cycle routes and in¬ 
frastructure will be subject to specific design 
and consultation procedures at a later date. 


Noisy neighbour is silenced 


A HAMMERSMITH resident 
who enraged his neighbours 
with ear-shattering folk music 
has been fined £400 and evicted 
from his property. 

And council chiefs say they 
will continue to “come down 
hard” on noisy neighbours 
whose “selfish” behaviour tor¬ 
ments fellow residents. 

Gordon Pavlovic, 49, was 
found guilty of eight counts of 
noise nuisance, after appearing 
at City of London Magistrates' 
Court recently. 

Complaints against Mr 
Pavlovic, 49, date back more 
than a decade and he was 
served a notice in 2013 prevent¬ 
ing him from disturbing his 
neighbours by playing his 
music at high volume. The 


by Jack Dixon 

court was told that he had ig¬ 
nored the warnings. 

Mr Pavlovic, who has since 
been evicted from his property 
in Edith Road, Barons Court, 
was fined £50 for each charge 
and ordered to pay costs of al¬ 
most £7,000. 

The case was just one of 6,000 
noise complaints dealt with by 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
Council each year. 

Wesley Harcourt, the coun¬ 
cil's cabinet member for envi¬ 
ronment, transport and 
residents' services, said noisy 
neighbours will not be toler¬ 
ated. 

“We take complaints of anti¬ 
social behaviour very seriously, 


especially when it causes pro¬ 
longed harm to the wellbeing of 
others”, he said. 

“Mr Pavlovic ignored the no¬ 
tice and we have taken the ap¬ 
propriate action, and will 
continue to come down hard on 
those whose selfish behaviour 
affects the lives of decent resi¬ 
dents.” 

Council officers visited Mr 
Pavlovic's home in May and 
August last year, and with the 
help of police, removed speak¬ 
ers, a DVD player and a stereo. 

At the hearing, Mr Pavlovic, 
who was not represented, de¬ 
nied the charges but was found 
guilty of all eight counts. 

The case had been adjourned 
twice due to the defendant's ill 
health. 


New musical director 


THE Fulham Camerata has appointed a new 
music director to lead the choir in its upcoming 
concert at the Holy Cross Church. 

James Day (pictured) will head up the amateur 
choir for next month's performance, after taking 
over from long-serving director Christopher 
Wray. 

Mr Day, who is currently completing a post¬ 
graduate course in choral conducting at the 
Royal Academy of Music, also leads the Church 
Street Community Voices project and is the di¬ 
rector of choral music at the Foundling Museum 
in Camden. 

Formed in 2007, the chamber choir's popular¬ 
ity has rocketed in recent months and it now 
boasts 40 members. 

Mr Day has assembled an uplifting programme 
for his inaugural concert, centred on the key cho¬ 
ruses from Vaughan Williams’ opera 'The Pil¬ 
grim’s Progress'. 

It also includes the spirituals from Tippett’s 'A 



Child of Our Time' and Tye’s 'Mass for the West¬ 
ern Wind.' 

The Fulham Camerata will perform at the Holy 
Cross Church in Bettridge Road on Saturday 
March 14th. 


Providing vital 


care for man’s best friend 



■ BEST FRIENDS: John Barrowman enjoys a kiss and a cuddle from res¬ 
cue pup. Buttons, from Dogs Trust. 


■ AS A patron of Dogs Trust, I’m writing 
to say a big thank you to players of Peo¬ 
ple’s Postcode Lottery for the £175,000 
award given to help the charity care for 
more stray, abandoned and unwanted 
dogs this year. 

Dogs Trust looks after over 17,000 dogs 
of all shapes and sizes every year across 
its 21 rehoming centres. The average cost 
of caring for a dog over the course of a 
year is around £1,275 and this award will 


go towards providing vital care. This can 
include routine neutering and microchip¬ 
ping, vaccinations and other medical bills 
along with bedding, toys and the mileage 
costs of transporting dogs for rehoming. 
As Dogs Trust never puts a healthy dog 
to sleep, the charity makes additional ef¬ 
forts provide a comfortable, stimulating 
environment for the dogs to keep them 
happy in kennels whilst they await new 
homes. 


As a dog owner myself, I know how 
much love and companionship they can 
provide. If you’re missing some love in 
your life, and think you could have time 
to offer a home to a dog, please consider 
a rescue from Dogs Trust. Your local re¬ 
homing centre will be happy to help ad¬ 
vise on the best dog for you. 

John Barrowman 
Proud owner of Captain Jack and 
Harris... oh, and entertainer 


Soho has always been the heart of London 


■ I HAVE been reading with interest 
your stories in recent weeks about the 
fight to save Soho. 

I have lived and worked in Soho for 
near on 50 years and have seen many 
changes. 


Thankfully, this wonderful area of 
London is not dominated to such an 
extent by the sex trade as it was when 
I was a young man. 

Soho has always been the heart of 
London and long may that continue. I 


hope the powers that be will leave it 
exactly as it is and not ruin it with so- 
called smart apartment blocks that 
will take the soul out of the place. 

Jimmy Salter (by email) 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC • THEATRE ★ PUBS 



Love it, or hate it, Eurovision is 60! 



TOP BILLING: Reigning Eurovision champion 
Conchita Wurst 


JUST when you thought it was safe to go out to a 
gig, the BBC reveals that it is taking over the 
Hammersmith Apollo for a fest to celebrate the in¬ 
stitution which has successfully scored nil points 
for musical class for six decades. 

The BBC is to commemorate the Eurovision 
Song Contest’s diamond jubilee by hosting Euro¬ 
vision’s Greatest Hits, a live event showcasing 
some of the “very best songs” from the past 60 
years of the competition. 

Top billing will go to the reigning Eurovision 
Song Contest Champion Conchita Wurst who will 
perform Austria’s winning song ‘Rise Like a 
Phoenix’. 

Joining Conchita on the night will be Swedish 
pop Group Herreys, who won the 1984 competi¬ 
tion with the song Diggi-Loo Diggi-Ley (loved it) 
and completing the first three confirmed acts is 
Natasha St-Pier, who represented France in the 
2001 contest and will once again sing Je n'ai que 
mon ame (unforgettable). 

Headline-grabbing too, at the event, will be 
Loreen, who won the 2012 Eurovision Song Con¬ 
test with a total of 372 points. Loreen will be per¬ 
forming her song ‘Euphoria’ which, following the 
competition, went on to reach No. 1 in the charts 
across Europe including Austria, Denmark, Ger¬ 
many, Poland and Loreen’s home country of Swe¬ 
den. 

The UK’s winning entry from 1976, Brother¬ 
hood Of Man, also join the line-up, performing 
their famous song ‘Save Your Kisses For Me’. 


By Geoff Baker 

Following the Eurovision Song Contest, the song 
became a major hit around the world, selling six 
million copies and made No.l in many countries 
and returned the group to the US Charts. 

Also confirmed is Dima Bilan who has repre¬ 
sented Russia twice at in the competition. In 2006, 
Dima performed ‘Never Let You Go’, finishing 
second to Lordi, and he won the contest in 2008 
in Belgrade with the song ‘Believe’. Dima will 
perform a medley of both songs at the London 
concert. 

Another can’t-wait-to-see will be Dana Interna¬ 
tional, who was chosen to represent Israel in the 
Eurovision Song Contest 1998 in Birmingham 
who will take to the stage to perform ‘Diva’ once 
again. Following the contest, Dana International 
released the winning song as a single in Europe 
and it became a hit, reaching number 11 in the UK 
charts and the top 10 in Sweden, Belgium, Fin¬ 
land, Ireland and the Netherlands. 

The full line-up performing on the night will be 
as follows: 

• Austria’s Conchita Wurst will sing ‘Rise Like 
a Phoenix” 

• Sweden’s Herreys, will sing ‘Diggi-Loo 
Diggi-Ley’ 

• France’s Natasha St-Pier will sing ‘Je n'ai 
que mon ame’ 

• Denmark’s Emmelie de Forest will sing ‘Only 
Teardrops’ 


• Finland’s Lordi will sing ‘Hard Rock 
Hallelujah’ 

• Germany’s Nicole will sing ‘Ein BiBchen 
Frieden’ 

• Ireland’s Johnny Logan will sing a medley of 
‘What’s Another Year’ and ‘Hold Me Now’ 

• Spain’s Rosa Lopez will sing a medley of 
Spanish songs including ‘Europe’s Living a 
Celebration’ 

• Luxembourg’s Anne-Marie David will sing 
‘Tu Te Reconnaitras” 

• Denmark’s The Olsen Brothers will sing ‘Fly 
on the Wings of Love’ 

• Sweden’s Loreen will sing ‘Euphoria’ 

• The UK’s Brotherhood Of Man will sing 
‘Save Your Kisses For Me’ 

• Russia’s Dima Bilan will sing a medley of 
‘Never Let You Go’ and ‘Believe’ 

• Israel’s Dana International will sing ‘Diva’ 

God help us. As well as the former contestants 

singing once more, a number of invited guests will 
also be in attendance on the night, including “a 
very special guest performance” that will be an¬ 
nounced nearer the time. Will it be Abba? 

Eurovision’s Greatest Hits will be presented by 
Graham Norton and Petra Mede and will be 
broadcast on BBC One and throughout Europe 
and beyond to new European countries like Aus¬ 
tralia at Easter. 

The concert will take place at the Eventim 
Apollo Hammersmith on Tuesday 31st March. 
For further information visit bbc.co.uk/eurovision. 
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Wednesday has become Wolfday since 
BBC2 began screening its 
highly-acclaimed Henry VIII saga which 
is giving the channel its biggest ratings 
for a drama in a decade. As Mark Rylance 
continues his attention-gripping 
performance as Thomas Cromwell, TV 
writer Bebe See met the actor tipped to 
sweep the board at next year's BAFTAs 
to find out how he gets under our skin. 

■ HOW did you prepare for a role of this 
magnitude? 

Well, you read the books. When you have such de¬ 
tailed books behind the script, it makes sense to use 
them and I read them twice. 

I’d check each scene in the script with the book. 
Sometimes it’s a few different scenes in the books that 
have been put together to make a scene. The book 
is so much about what Cromwell is thinking, so I 
really made a study of that. 

I tend to try and make lists of everything the char¬ 
acters say about themselves, and about the others. 
Where the lists are too big and too long, I marked par¬ 
ticularly eloquent passages - there’s a beautiful pas¬ 
sage where Cromwell describes what it is to serve 
Henry. So, I put those aside, so that I could keep re¬ 
ferring to them. 

And try and figure out what he wants as a person. I 
was very struck by him being a runaway. The few 
runaway kids I know have grown up with a certain 
pragmatism. The image I have is, runaways knowing 
how to determine whether the road they’re looking at 
is a dead end alley, or something that has a few open¬ 
ings. 

So, you’re always trying to keep possibilities ahead. 
Not to close down your options if you have to make 
a getaway. I suppose I thought that perhaps uncon¬ 
sciously, maybe, or consciously, with the things that 
have happened to him that he seeks security. 

But, as soon as I say that, it’s true, as soon as you 
say one thing, the opposite is immediately borne. It 
must be thought that he also enjoys a certain amount 
of risk. And, I guess you would get addicted to risk if 
you were a runaway kid, at that time in France and 
Italy. It would be hard to settle down. And, yet, you 
would always be seeking some security. 

■ YOU are known primarily as a theatre 
and film actor. What made you want to be 
part of this television drama? 

My wife had read the books and said they were very 
good. And the scripts that I saw initially were very 
good. I didn’t really know about the depth of the char¬ 
acter at that point. But there was a lot of change in it. 
I like stories where people change, where the charac¬ 
ters that I play change. And, this character changes a 
lot. 

So much in the novel is concerned with what 
Cromwell is thinking but not saying. How do you 
translate that into a performance on screen? 

You just think he’s a very private man, and people 
don’t really know what is fact and what is myth about 
him. I think that’s the best you can do, really. 

■ WHAT is Cromwell's goal? 

He’s always playing to win, playing to win what he 
feels will be the most beneficial outcome of the situ¬ 
ation. He chooses to serve the top dog, in a very vio¬ 
lent pack, so, he has to be thinking: “What’s the best 
outcome for the King?” 

At certain times, I think, probably his best outcome 
would be not to kill Anne Boleyn, indeed, not to have 
to do a lot of the things he does. But, like a hired pro¬ 
tector, or guard for a mafia man, he knows that if he 
doesn’t do it, someone else will. 

■ THIS was a time when hierarchy was all- 
pervasive. What was it about Cromwell 
that enabled him to rise? 

He was obviously gifted with an incredible memory. 
And Hilary [Mantel] writes about that - it’s a partic¬ 
ular form of intelligence. He’s also gifted with a 
canny sense for judging whether people are honest or 
not, by looking in their eyes. And so he rarely mis¬ 
judges characters. Sometimes he’s surprised by char¬ 
acters, but usually Hilary makes a big point, and says 
this is one of the few moments he was surprised. He 
probably would have been a champion chess player 
in that he’s usually seven or eight moves ahead of the 
other players around him. 

Also personal tragedy in his life has a certain deter¬ 
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Talking Tudors 


women and young children. And he’s a very, very 
tough prosecuting attorney with men. 

■ WHAT has it been like spending 85 days 
filming as one character? 

I was very tightly sprung in the first weeks, feeling 
very anxious indeed, about decisions that were being 
made, and I felt I didn’t know anything. 

Gradually, over the period of time I became so fa¬ 
miliar with the character, I would often forget we’re 
about to do a take, and then I hear, “Action!” And, 
we’re off. 

So, it becomes second nature, in a way, to be on a 
set filming. That aspect is very helpful. 

In terms of the character, it’s so confusing you can’t 
keep track of it because we film out of order. So you 
have to give up on that. You give up on a lot of ideals. 
And, that’s probably good. 

■ DID you come out of the process liking 
Cromwell or loathing him? 

I try not to judge characters I play, negatively or pos¬ 
itively. They judge themselves. I didn’t set out to dis¬ 
play anything with the character, I just tried to be the 
character, and the stories made a certain judgement 
of what things to include, (or not) about him. 

■ WHY do we find this period so endlessly 
fascinating? 

It must be something to do with the very human na¬ 
ture of the King, I think. 

He’s a very human character, he has a lot of human 
frailties, a lot of situations that many of us face - of 
the conflict between our relationship to society, our 
public role. Whether that society’s just our family, 
our extended family, our workplace, our country. It’s 
the whole idea of divine Kings, or of these rulers who 
lead us, we’re fascinated, aren’t we? 

When we find out actually what was going on with 
Kennedy, or Clinton, or eventually find out what was 
going on in Obama’s mind, it’s riveting. 

We may know more, eventually, about Queen Eliz¬ 
abeth II. Right now she keeps her cards very close to 
her chest! 

Wolf Hall, BBC2 Wednesdays 9pm 


mining effect on his own emotions. It gives him a cer¬ 
tain kind of recklessness, or nihilism, about his own 
fate. 

He’s not particularly attached to anything, or any¬ 
one. He knows everything can be lost at any moment. 

And he was just lucky, wasn’t he? At the time that 
the mercantile class was rising in power, and starting 
to really be the funders of the aristocracy, he knew 
all about that - he knew about bankers and trade. And 
also, it’s a great piece of luck that he apprentices him¬ 
self to Wolsey, and learns Wolsey’s particular form 
of laissez faire-type pragmatism. 

It’s almost like managing a football team of mil¬ 
lionaire players; you have to know when to be firm 
and when to be liberal, which battles to fight and 
when. All these things, I think he learns from Wolsey. 
We talk about his mental abilities: he’s also physi¬ 
cally not frightened. He’s a soldier, and he knows 
how to deal with himself physically. 

■ WHAT was his relationship with 
authority - did he understand how to be 
mastered, as well as how to be a master? 

I think he’s able to see authority as a game. It’s a 
game where you can play the rules, and you can call 
people on the rules. Wolsey teaches him that. 

I think he’s pretty suspicious of authority. He’s a 
heretic, isn’t he? He certainly sees that the present 
situation has been repressive of intelligent people, 
like 

himself, who would like to read the Bible in Eng¬ 
lish. Peter Kosminsky is always remarking to me that 
Cromwell divides people into two groups; those who 
judge him on his own merits, and those who judge 
him because of his background. 

■ DO you ever think of him as a brilliant 
actor? Someone who plays the role that's 
required in front of whoever is the 
audience? 

That’s a good point. He’s different when he goes back 
to see his father than when he’s talking to Norfolk, 
or when he’s talking to Anne Boleyn, or to his chil¬ 
dren. 

I think Hilary has remarked that he’s very gentle with 


Managers Specials 
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02082935884 


Quality, Value & Service 
go hand in hand 


• Comfort Height Toilet £99.00 

• All of set Quads Enclosures £1 8 O .00 

• Towel Rails from £55.00 

• Corner Unit & Basin £99.00 

• Bar Valve & Riser Set Round £99.00 

• Bar Valve & Riser Set Square 
£120.00 

• 800x800 8mm Shower Enclosure 
£249.00 

• All Taps, Bath Taps & Shower Mixer 
Reduced 


WINTER SALE NOW ON 




























Keeping in touch is always 
better in person . 





If your older persons Freedom 
Pass expires on 31 March 2015 
you should have received a 
letter telling you how to renew 
your pass. You must follow 
the instructions in the letter 
to make sure you receive 
your new pass and continue 
enjoying free travel. 

If you have already renewed, 
your card will be with you 
soon. You can track the 
progress of your card on the 
website www.freedompass.org. 
If you haven’t renewed 
yet then the quickest and 
easiest way is to renew using 
the website but if you are 
unable to do this, you can 
return the form that was 
enclosed with your letter. 

To find out more, go to 
www.freedompass.org and 
stay connected. 
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Classified 


Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 



7 a ^ 

Sunday 15th March 

Make Mother's Day that extra bit special 
with a message in the London Weekly 
News on Tuesday 10th March. 


Mum 

I love you loads. Thank 
you for everything you 
have done for me. 

You’re the best! 

H John 

xXx 


Call 020 8768 4919 

Display up to 20 words in a 3x1 box for only £12 inc VAT. 
All messages to be received by 1pm Friday 6th March. 


Fair Collection Notice, 
companies or carefull 



(FCN): South London Press will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Newspaper Ltd group 
lly selected third parties who may be of interest to you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. 


Articles for Sale 

FOB SALE 

All items as new 

Grey Rise & Recline Chair 

£700 ono 

Adjustamatic Single Bed (2ft 2" x 6ft 6") plus mattress 

£900 ono 

Days Healthcare Strider ST4 Mobility Scooter 4-8mph 

£900 ono 
01689 853 497 



S S D DAMP 
PROOFING 
SPECIALISTS 

Specialises in Treating 
Rising & Penetrating Damp 

Renewal of rotten structural 
timbers as a result of damp. 
Chemical injection and render 
using tried systems. 
Specialists in providing 
horizontal and vertical barriers 
against water ingress. 
Please call for a free 
consultation and 
written estimate, 
m: 07931 536 533 
t: 020 8305 1039 


FOR SALE 

HOTPOINT SILVER 
FRIDGE FREEZER 

55cm WIDE 
FRIDGE 180 
FREEZER 42 
BRAND NEW, 

STILL IN PACKAGING 

£225 

07766 007 947 


WANTED 

OLD RACING 
CYCLES 
AND FRAMES 

1920s-1980s 
Any condition. 

Tel: 01642 555 168 
or 07990 972 470 



Thai language course, books, 
cassettes, complete, in carry- 
case. As new £10 
0794 2061 854 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

TTA3J*3:D 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


TOMTOM IQ ROUTES 

UK/Ireland in excellent condi¬ 
tion, games car mount, car 
charger £40. Please call after 
6.30pm 020 8854 31018 

LARGE PROFESSIONAL MIR¬ 
ROR BALL comes with stand, 
spinning motor and spotlights, 
two of them £50 the lot. Tel: 020 
8771 5583 

HOTPOINT OVEN ELECTRIC 

SH33 WS, white, brand new 
£175 ono. Rubi Folding Table 
for power tools cost £100 
except £50 ono. Solid wood 
Garage Doors with hinges etc, 
6ft 9" x 3ft 8.5" £95 ono. 020 
8646 0653 



BATHROOM LARGE BASIN 
AND PEDESTAL white, new 
taps and waste, fitted ready to 
install. £30. Portland Electric 
Fire, floor standing model 830- 
2000 watts, in good working 
order £10. 020 7733 1836 / 
07877 818 162 

BRAND NEW CAR JAK £20, 
brand new Leather Kacket, 
sleeveless jacket, for fishing or 
motorbike, large type, gent £50, 
brand new very small Electric 
Cooker £20, Slow Electric 
Cooker, size of a large 
saucepan £10, new black 
Briefcase with handle £20. 020 
7564 4875 after 6pm 


SINGLE BED FRAME WITH 
TRUNDLE BED underneath, 
good condition, £40. (Atlas 
Metal Guest Bed. 

665/7031). Selling due to 
upgrading to a larger bed. 
07944 640 016. Buyer collects. 
New Addington, Croydon area. 


2 MONTH OLD ALYSIA SOFA 

BED dark brown, 

Worldofsofabeds just £140, 
brand new HP Envy 110 All-In- 
One Inkject Printer £60, Ikia 
Main Bed frame, high, white, 
Luroy £100. 07412 647 202 

10" TWIN HANDLE CAR POL¬ 
ISHER 230v, 50 H2038A DC 
motor dual. Easy grip handles 
£50 ono. Still in package, 
(unwanted Christmas present). 
Tel: 020 8543 3811 

SLEEVELESS LEATHER 
BROWN JACKET male 5 8-6ft 
2", large chest, brand new, 
good for fishing, shooting, or 
motorbike £50. A number of 
interesting Water Colour 
Pictures etc. framed £30 each. 
Collection of Jermyn St. Silk 
Ties, good quality, brand new 
£20 the lot. Tel: 020 7564 4875 

DOLL'S HOUSE 14x8" £6, Mini 
Twin electric baker to sit on 
counter with electric 
plug/recipe book, unwrapped, 
still in original packaging £18. 
White kitchen swing bin, tall, 
new, unused £16. 020 8769 
0597 

GARMIN SAT NAV 1490 

UK/Ireland and Europe, in 
excellent condition, games 
mount, car charger. £42. 07960 
628 225 





Caravan & Camping 


Static Caravans 
For Sale at 
Camber Sands 
Holiday Park 

4 star seaside park open all year! 

Over 40 caravans in stock 
starting from £ 9 , 995 . 
Finance available with 
£ 1,500 deposit. 

Call Charlotte 

07446 111 787 


FEBRUARY 
CLEARANCE SALE 

All 2014 Static Caravans Must Go 
Camber Sands TN31 7RT 
12 Month Park Caravans From £9,995 
Call Mark for more info 

07508 283 205 


CHINESE CARPET vgc, £30. 
020 8542 0470 


VAX UPRIGHT CARPET 
CLEANER good condition, 
hardly used £50 (with detergent 
cost £19), all included £50. Tel: 
020 8857 8060 / 07527 012 628 

RUSSELL HOBBS UPRIGHT 
BAGLESS VACUUM CLEAN¬ 
ER brand new, in unopen box, 
unwanted gift £55. 020 8840 
8113 

LOFRA STAINLESS STEEL 
GAS COOKER with 5 rings, grill 
and oven, very good condition 
£95. Tel: 07473 436 660 

FAMILY SIZE FRIDGE FREEZ¬ 
ER 2 years old, cost £400, will 
accept £95. Buyer collects. 020 
8693 7979 

SWAN TEASMAID 2 cup, used 
only twice, still in box £20. 020 
8542 0470 


i 


Holiday Home For Sale 

Top of the range, pre-owned holiday 
home in great condition at Littlesea 
Holiday park in Weymouth. 

£18,500 

Please call Jay on 

07557 374 205 

for more information or to arrange a visit. 


Desktop Computer. Packard 
Bell ME. Flat monitor. 

Intel 2000, diskette and CD 
drives. Complete with guide¬ 
books, cables etc. £80 
0794 2061 854 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RRSINESS 

CALL 

020 0760 4020 
020 0760 4022 



MENS/WOMENS BLACK 
LEATHER TRENCH COAT 

large size, brand new, surplus 
stock retail at £180, selling at 
£75. 07552 433 829 

MEN'S YELLOW & GRAY 
WORK COAT new, size XL, will 
sell for £20. Ideal for this weath¬ 
er, very warm with fold away 
hood. 020 8678 6616 

Stylish, skirt-jacket sets, 

Sizes 12/16 . Office wear/Spring 
wear. 4 from £10 each 
0794 2061 854 

Leather shoulder-bags as 

new. Four M&S, Laura Ashley, 
all for £20 
0794 2061 854 

GIRL'S LIGHTWEIGHT COAT 

puff up arm to shoulder, slight 
flair, mauve lining and tie belt, 
size 14-16, good as new £10. 
020 8678 6616 

MEN'S 3/4 LENGTH BLACK 
LEATHER COAT suit older 
man. good con. £10, size XL. 
Tel: 020 8678 6616 



SCINDAPSUS AUREUS (Devils 
Ivy), 28797cm high in pot, cost 
£24, will sell at £5, Porcelain 
sink, now used for plants in con¬ 
servatory £30. 020 8769 0597 


Bargain Static Caravan 

recently refurbished excellent 
condition on 4star 12 month 
seaside holiday park, site fees 
paid till 2016 MUST SEE 
£14,495 open to sensible offers 
Call Charlie 07446 111 787 



WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £18, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17, Bush Video 220-240v- 
50hz, VCR 903 inc. remote £17. 
020 8670 4682 

DAYLIGHT COMPANY FLOOR 
STANDING CRAFT LIGHT Exc 

cond. £20 to inc. sparebulb. 
020 8854 5172 / 07815 558 680 


WALL CLOCK glass, Rug 
39x59", Roller Blind 34x60". 
Tab Top Curtains 45x54. All 
good condition £20. (All fusia 
pink). Grey curtain pole, 48" 
long. Tel: 020 8678 6616 


Kitchen & 
Bathroom (4 
Sale) 


KITCHEN SINK stainless steel, 
with new taps, 92.5 cm long by 
48.5 width, right hand drainer, 
but can be changed to left, nice 
and clean £60, Bath mixer taps, 
reconditioned with shower hose 
£15. Tel: 020 7733 1836 & 
07877 818 162 


Child’s cupboard Schreiber . 

74 cm x 166cm 51cm 
Shelves , 2 door, 2 drawers, 
mirror, castors, white natural,as 
new. £70 ono Call 07942 
061854 



CASIO printer cash register 

Mains/battery. Perfect, in origi¬ 
nal box. Suit market stall. £15. 
0794 2061 854 
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To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 

Telephone Number inc. Code . Ql ACG|C|QAT|QM 

Town. 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . 

. FOR ANY ITEMS UNDER £100. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 
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TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 e?ee 4920 

020 0700 4922 


\ Ace Building & "| 
IDecorating Servicesl 

I Handyman Services, I 

1 Electrical, Plastering, 1 
I Gardening, Roofing I 

I First Half Hour Service | 

| FREE for OAP | 

I 020 8393 6346 I 
!._°J2i 6 _ 2 iO 760_J 


House Clearance 


|S0 HOUSE 
B CLEARANCE 

Carried out professionally & sympathetically. 


Your items will fund the fight against heart disease. 

Freephone 0808 250 0078* or book 
online at bhf.org.uk/house 


Building 


FIGHT 
FOR EVERY 
HEARTBEAT 


"Charges from mobiles may vary. 
© British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England 
and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 


AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


A.S.BUILDERS 

A BUILDING FIRM OF OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE, BASED IN WEST LONDON 
Building, Plastering, 
Plumbing, Tiling, 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Loft conversions, Extension, 
Refurbishment, 
Painting & Decorating. FMB 
call John: 

07979 478 005 
02089 925 724 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

GAIL 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


Cleaning 


Sfc GLEAM NGTIAM 

ft I • V I C I I 

First Choice for cleaning 

• Domestic cleaning 

• Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning 

• Office and commercial cleaning 

• After building cleaning 

• Residential and common area 

• Gardening 

• Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


Professional, reliable, vetted and insured cleaners. 
Excellent rates. Outstanding value. 

020 8452 2900 

www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 


BSil 



switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 
Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 
Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 

020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


AFF0R8ABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 



We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4920 

or 

020 8768 4922 



Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 


AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 



YOUR 

DECORATOR 
YOUR WAY 

Interior and Exterior 
decorating 

We cover all of London 

Call now to book your free quote 

020 7386 8727 

www.yourdecoratorlondon .com 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

OUSINISS 



* 

Lowest Hourly rates in 
London Guaranteed! 

Same day on-time Service 
Small & Large work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial 
Unique online booking calendar 

Tel: 020 3514 1475 

clickbookfix.co.uk 

"Why go anywhere else" 


FEMALE PLUMBER 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
REASONABLE RATES. 

CALL MARINA 
07940 817 772 

ALL AREAS OF SE LONDON 
COVERED 



Carpenter, building, plumbing, 
wardrobes, kitchens, doors & 
windows, floor sanding and 
much more 07810 240 593 



General Builders 


Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
18 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 
Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8688 1416 
07828 684 746 


PROFESSIONAL 
QUAUFIED HANDYMAN 

Bricklaying, Plastering, 
Carpentry, Flooring, Tiling, 
Fencing, Paving, Kitchen and 
Bathrooms, etc. 

Call Lee 

07882 615 017 


Over 10 years experience 



J R MORTIMER 


Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 
Phone 020 8856 3982 
john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 


MAN WITH XXL 
LUTON VAN 
Commercial 
Removals 
1 Hour £30 
Min 2 hours 
GOOD VALUE 
Reliable+Friendly 
service 
CALL JAMES 
07961 192 525 
0800 211 8623 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
meqacheap@hotmail.com 

www.megacheap.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 




VAN & 2 MEN WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING ANYTIME. 07941 
072 332/0208 309 7223 



ALLAWAY 


RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
8886 622 6889 
87586 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


WASTE ONE 

London based 
Waste Disposal Company 
Collections same day or next 
Competitive Prices 
Free Collections for Washing 
Machines, Cookers & Boilers 
Free Quote 
Ring Dean 

07808 789 090 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


Roofing & Guttering 



Scaffolding 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL SCAFFOLD HIRE 

Working independently or in partnership with 
builders and constructors in London and the South East 
FULLY INSURED WITH PUBLIC LIABILITY 
Will beat any genuine quotation. Flexible hire periods 
Telephone: 01322 331 101 

Mobile 07795 035 222 ECOSCAFF@OUTLOOK.COM 


GIRAFFE 

SCAFFOLDING 

Your local professional, reliable, 
affordable, scaffolding company 

Call us today for your 
no obligation quote 

07855 451 699 

Unit 26, Sleaford Industrial Estate, 
Sleaford Street, London SW8 5AB 

email: 

giraffe.scaffolding@btconnect.com 


TREBLE B 
SCAFFOLDING 
& ROOFING 

For all your scaffolding 
& roofing needs. 

020 8670 6789 
07740 236 376 

zoe@treblebroofina.co.uk 


Car Boot Sales 


BOOT FAIR 

In & Outdoor 

22nd February & 8th March 

Oasis Academy 

Shirley Road, Croydon CR9 7AL 10am to 3pm 
9.30am to 10am £3, 10am to 11am £1, therafter 50p 

Info: interlinkevents.co.uk 
Tel: 079 0402 1944 


Contracts & Tendors 




St Mary’s CE 
Primary School 

Felsham Road 
Putney SW15 1BA 


Invitation to Tender for the provision of School Lunch 
Service from September 2015. 

St Mary’s is a 1 Form Entry Primary School 
with 254 full-time children on roll. 

For more information please contact 
Sue Abraham 
School Business Manager 
020 8788 9591 

Time and date for return of tenders: 

12.00 noon Monday 16th March 2015 

Intended date of award 

Monday 11th May 2015 


Public Notices 


TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

PREMISES 

LICENCES, 

FAMILY 

NOTICES, 

LEGAL 

PUBLIC 
NOTICES 
PLEASE 
CALL 
020 8768 
4919 


CARLA MARIA LOUISA 
HUTTON (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925, notice 
is hereby given that any persons having a 
claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the above named, late of 43A Danvers 
Street, Chelsea, London SW3 5AY, who 
died on 10/2/2014 are required to send 
written particulars to the undersigned on 
or before 27/4/2015, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard 
only to the claims and interests of which 
they have had notice. 

Harcus Sinclair, 3 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
London WC2A 3AA, 

(Ref: JLG/AEW/2422.1) 


TU ADVERTISE 
YUUR 
BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 


Exclusive Mayfair 

Matchmaking Agency are 

offering eligible male readers 
complimentary open member¬ 
ship. Our lady clients are attrac¬ 
tive, educated, fun and fit. 
www.elanlondon.co.uk 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the 
Newspaper Society and the Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are 
accurate and in no way contravene the provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the 
Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit 
(Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature 
will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be deemed 'Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must 
include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must 
make it clear that they are selling goods in the course of business either by content, format, 
size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ’agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)' etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused aris¬ 
ing out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the 
advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates 
specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be 
charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, 
which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they 
deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or not the advertisement has already been 
accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes 
occur. Advertisers or their agents should therefore check their advertisements and inform us 
of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, 
do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and 
include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers 
to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertise¬ 
ment appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be 
revised accordingly or the publishers shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of 
the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to 
levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms 
of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest 
rate of 6% above the current bank of England base rate for each month that the 
account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance 
with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the 
advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable for payment in respect for an advertise- 
ment(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for 
the advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the 
advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the pub¬ 
lisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service 
providers. Every effort is made to ensure the continuity of these services, but some occasion¬ 
al technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associ¬ 
ated companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is 
delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic 
form only subject to certain criteria. Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to 
the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers' 
consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of 
trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any 
kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the 
advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than 
Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permit¬ 
ted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-refer¬ 
encing agency, which will record the fact that a search has been made. We may need to 
share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will 
only use the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if nec¬ 
essary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your 
information with other Tindle Group Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. 
We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to 
you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of com¬ 
munication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to 
all persons submitting such advertisements. 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 



Professional PCV/PSV 
bus licence holders for 
Sightseeing Tours 

(based at Wandsworth Garage, London SWI8) 

We are looking for Drivers to work at our 
Wandsworth Depot from April 2015 (although initially 
offered a seasonal contract, extensions and conversion 
to all year will be available upon successful completion 
of probation). 

Current earnings are: - 

* Average earnings for a 5-day week £700.00 

(more in the summer) 

* £13.24 basic hourly pay, including fulfilment bonus 
* Work rest day rates, £ 16.21 per hour, 

£18.85 per hour (June to August) 

* Plus commission 

* Paid from sign on to sign off 

* Customers who are looking to enjoy their 

tour of London 

* Great team spirit 

"If you're good... you're welcome" 
Interested? 

Please call us on 020 8877 2195 

for an application form 

(would suit those living within the M25 area or Surrey) 
or email us at dnvers@theoriginaltour.com with your contact details 


NURSERY 

COOK 

required for SE21 
Ideally you will have 
experience in a nursery, 
school or similar. 

020 8761 4178 

shill@nellys.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

GALL 

020 8768 4920 
or 

020 8768 4922 



Durand Academy 

Hackford Road, London SW9 ORD 
Telephone: 020 7735 8348 


Teaching Assistants Required 

30 hours per week, 8.30am-3pm 
Salary: £9.15 an hour rising to 
£10.15 after I term 


We are looking to appoint enthusiastic and 
well-motivated teaching assistants in our large and 
well resourced primary department. Duties include 
working alongside class teachers with groups of 
children or with individuals. 


Minimum of NVQ Level 2 qualification required. 
Application forms can be requested by email to 
admin@durandprimary.com 

Durand Academy is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children. 

These posts will be subject to enhanced DBS checks. 
Closing date: Monday 2nd March 
Interviews: To be held shortly after 



Advocacy in Greenwich 

We are a lively creative organisation providing a range of 
advocacy services for adults with learning disabilities and 
young people with disabilities. We are looking for an: 

Experienced Self Advocacy Worker 

(Part time 3 Days) 

Salary - £15,264 plus Outer London Weighting 

Advocacy in Greenwich are looking for an experienced 
Self Advocacy Worker to provide a self advocacy group 
and to support people with learning disabilities to be 
involved in various projects. E.g. Peoples Parliament and 
Health Quality Checking project. 

We are looking for someone with experience of working 
with people with learning disabilities and in particular peo¬ 
ple who have different ways of communicating. 

You will need good communication skills and the ability to 
work in creative ways to support people to be involved in 
groups and in project work. 

You will be working alongside the Self Advocacy 
Development Worker. 

This is an opportunity to join an organisation that offers a 
range of high quality advocacy services. 

For an application pack contact admin@advocacyin- 
greenwich.org.uk 

Closing date 5pm Thursday 26h February 2015. 
Interviews Wednesday 11th March 2015 



Media Sales Executive 


South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN IN OUR NEW 

PENGE OFFICE to join our busy sales team, 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding, 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients, 

To be successful In our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car, On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

Paula Allen on 020 8768 4926,07967 287915 or 
paula.allen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 



nightingale hammerson you’re only old once 

Nightingale Hammerson employs almost 400 staff across two homes - Nightingale House in South West London and Hammerson House in North West London. Both homes offer excellent care 
facilities to older members of the Jewish community. We are always looking for new staff to join our team who can help us to improve the excellent care we already provide. 

Our care home is currently recruiting for the following positions; 

Lead Nurse 

Salary: £30,449.97 

Hours: 37.5 hours per week (off rota) 

This an exciting opportunity for a registered nurse to lead the dignity and Safeguarding of Vulnerable Adults (SOVA) agenda for Nightingale Hammerson. 

The role will involve working across both homes and will involve working alongside staff and managers to provide, training, guidance and coaching in these key areas. 
Candidates should have appropriate training & qualification or equivalent experience with Dignity and /or Safeguarding. 

Registered Nurses 

Salary: £25,334.40 - £27,036.56 (plus social supplements) 

Hours: 37.5 hours (on roster basis) 

We are looking for a highly motivated Registered Nurse to join the team at our care home. As one of our Nurses you will assess, plan, deliver and evaluate a high standard of person 
centred care, with a holistic view of the individual needs of each residents. This will involve liaising with residents, relatives, our GPs and the wider multidisciplinary team on site. 

Healthcare Assistants 

Salary: £13,854.75 per annum (excluding supplements) 

Hours: 37.5 per week (Rota basis) 

Working as a Healthcare Assistant is a rewarding and satisfying job, interacting with our residents on a daily basis and providing the highest standards of person centred care. You will 
participate as a member of the care team in providing an efficient and professional service to the residents; ensuring the best possible standard of care at all times. This will involve 
undertaking a range of nursing duties, after suitable training and supervision. In addition, you will help to maintain the dignity, privacy, individuality, rights and choices of each resident 

in everything you do. 

If you are interested in joining the team please visit our website for further information or contact Human Resources on 0208 772 2324. 

www.nightingalehammerson.org 

Career Fair 

We are always looking for new staff to join our team who can help us to improve the excellent care we already provide. If you would like to be part of an exciting and 
rewarding career please attend one of our career days on: Thursday 26th February 6pm - 8pm Sunday 1st March 2pm - 5pm 
We have a range of job opportunities including Healthcare Assistants, Nurses and Domestic Assistants. 

There is no need to book in advance, please pop in for a chat with one of our Unit Managers if you are interested in working for us. 

The career fair will be held in our Nightingale House, 105 Nightingale Lane, Clapham. 

Alternatively if you are unable to attend please visit our website to download a job pack or contact Human Resources for a job pack on 0208 772 2324 

www.nightingalehammerson.org 











































26 London Weekly News 


editorial @londonweeklynews .co .uk 


Thursday, February 19th 2015 



OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 


FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 

Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbnnw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1-4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 1/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.8 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 



Ct Motability 

• * The leading car scheme for disabled people 


MINI AND MOTABILITY. 
THE PERFECT MATCH. 


MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 

£99 

ADVANCE PAYMENT. 

fj? Motability 


Jl 




t- 


CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH ON 020 8463 1100 AND SPEAK TO ONE OF OUR MOTABILITY SPECIALISTS. 


STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath, London SE13 5DL 
020 8463 1100 www.sjblackheathmini.co.uk 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



Ramsey earns 
dream chance 



LOFTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 



New QPR head coach Chris Ramsey is all smiles at being handed his big chance 

DAFOE WATCHES 
MOURINHO PERFORM 


HRIS 
Ramsey 
has been 
given three 

months to prove to 
the QPR board 
that he is the right 
man to lead the 
club into a new 
era. 

It was confirmed last 
Friday that Ramsey has 
been appointed head 
coach until at least the 
end of this season. 
Ramsey will work 
alongside Kevin Bond 
(first team coach) and 
Kevin Hitchcock 
(goalkeeping coach). 
Director of football Les 
Ferdinand will oversee 
the trio while also 
having a presence on the 
training ground for the 
remainder of the 
campaign. 

After the odds-on 
bookies' favourite, 


former Tottenham head 
coach Tim Sherwood, 
took up the equally 
difficult task of 
managing R’s relegation 
rivals Aston Villa, and 
Real Madrid assistant 
manager Paul Clement 
made it clear he wanted 
to remain in Spain until 
at least the end of the 
season, QPR turned to 
the man who had just 
guided the team to its 
first away win of the 
season at the 13th 
attempt. 

Important night 

Last week’s 2-0 win at 
Sunderland may yet go 
down as the most 
important night of 
Ramsey’s rookie career 
in management. 

Cautiously named only 
as ‘caretaker manager’ 
for two games following 
Harry Redknapp’s 
resignation, even this 
confident 52-year-old 


couldn’t have envisaged 
how far the pendulum of 
fate would swing in his 
favour. 

Of course, many 
presume that Ramsey is 
merely keeping the hot- 
seat warm for a more 
permanent appointment 
in the summer. Popular 
belief is that Paul 
Clement, the 43-year-old 
son of former QPR long- 
serving full-back Dave 
Clement, is being touted 
as the their long-term 
target - but that may be 
too presumptuous. 

Clement, who went on 
record as saying he was 
“flattered” by QPR’s 
interest, is No.2 to Carlo 
Ancelotti at Real Madrid, 
who are current La Liga 
leaders and hoping to 
retain the Champions 
League. 

If Ramsey does pull off 
a nigh on miraculous 
escape from the drop, it 
would be harsh of the 
club to dilute his new¬ 
found status. And if R’s 
do go down and face 
another rebuilding job in 
the Championship next 
season, when finances 
will be ever tighter than 
they are now, Ramsey 
could be an even more 
suitable candidate than 
he is now. 

Can you honestly see 
Clement willingly giving 
up coaching Ronaldo, 
Bale and Benzema at the 
Bernabeu to take on the 
arduous challenge of 
turning things around in 
the second tier at Loftus 
Road? 

In the meantime, 
Ramsey intends to make 
the most of whatever 


time he has in the 
managerial spotlight. 

He said: “It’s a big 
milestone in my career, 
an honour, and I’m really 
pleased with the way 
I’ve got on with all the 
staff here. I’m really 
thankful to Les for 
pushing me forward and 
to the owners for taking 
his word that I could add 
something to the club. 

“Les is a fully qualified 
coach and no-one knows 
better about scoring 

goals than him, so it’s all 
hands to the pump. 

“We know that we’ve 
got a fight on our hands. 
I’ve been really 

impressed with the 
players’ actions and there 
has been some 

collaboration about what 
is needed. There is a lot 
of experience there, so 
I’d be silly to not listen to 
what they have to say.” 

Right man 

QPR chairman Tony 
Fernandes said: “Chris 
has impressed everyone 
here in his short time in 
charge and I firmly 
believe he is the right 
man - working closely 
with Les - to lead us 
until the end of the 
season. 

“Chris has an 
opportunity now to 
stamp his authority and 
class on the position. He 
is part of our long-term 
plans at QPR.” 

Fernandes added: “A 
lot has been written and 
said about the position, 
including by myself, but 
the decision has been 
taken to defer the 
permanent appointment 


until the end of the 
season. 

“We spoke to many 
individuals who were 
interested in the role, one 
of whom I was quoted on 
as being ‘a dream’, but 
none of them were right 
to take the club forward at 
this time for a variety of 
reasons, whereas we 
firmly believe Chris is.” 

Victory at Sunderland, 
courtesy of a Leroy Fer 
header and a stunning 
strike from Bobby 
Zamora’s usually 

redundant right boot, 
lifted R’s out of the 
bottom three, just above 
Sherwood’s Aston Villa 
on goal difference, but the 
challenges come thick 
and fast for the Ramsey 
regime. 

On Saturday QPR travel 
to Hull City, who sit just 
one point and a place 
above them in the table, 
swiftly followed by tough 
derbies against Arsenal 
and Spurs at Loftus Road. 

Ramsey wasn’t getting 
carried away by breaking 
the away day hoodoo at 
Sunderland, saying: “I 
didn’t want the players to 
over-celebrate, because I 
think they are more than 
capable of doing that 
week in, week out. What 
I was saying was, ‘you’ve 
only really reached some 
of your potential’.” 

QPR hope their top 
scorer Charlie Austin will 
have recovered from his 
foot injury in time to lead 
the line at Hull. 


■ From back page 

Should a journalist 
have asked a follow-up 
question? As it turned 
out, no-one did. 
Mourinho had won the 
battle. Had the press 
corps called his bluff 
and Mourinho walked, 
that would have given 
them an even bigger, 
better story. But they 
caved, erring on the side 
of caution. I suspect that 
the hacks were more 
concerned about what 
their colleagues would 
say to the one who 
dared to force the issue 
and brought the 
conference to an abrupt 
halt. 

So they let it slide, 
knowing that their pens 
would ink a much better 
story. 

As it turned out, the 
FA also caved in. 
Perhaps Mourinho’s 
recent protestations of a 
campaign against his 
side reaped dividends 
and had their desired 
effect. But while they 
felt Ivanovic’s actions 
did not warrant a 
disciplinary charge, they 
did charge both clubs 
for not controlling their 
players. 

Watching this drama 
play out with Mourinho 
shows just how much of 
a showman he is. It’s 
fair to say that when a 
film is made of his life, 
the only man capable of 
playing Mourinho will 
be the Portuguese 
himself. 

One man who must 
have been impressed by 


Mourinho’s confident 
performance was the 
watching Hollywood 
actor Willem Dafoe. 
Dafoe was standing 
behind me in the press 
room and must have 
taken a few tips off 
Mourinho. 

Presumably the actor 
was in town to promote 
a film, or maybe he is 
just an avid Chelsea fan 
and was a football 
tourist, just like an 
increasing number that 
now inhabit seats at 
Stamford Bridge. 

When a sullen-faced 
Mourinho got up off his 
chair to end the press 
conference, his face 
creased into a genuine 
smile as he spotted 
Dafoe. Clasping the 
American like an old 
schoolfriend he hadn’ t 
seen in ages, Mourinho 
took him and his 
entourage back to his 
office, no doubt 
swapping notes on his 
performance along the 
way. 

It transpired that the 
pair had worked 
together on an advert for 
BT Sport - the same 
channel that currently 
employs Mourinho as an 
ambassador, whatever 
that is. The same 
channel that is a direct 
rival to Sky TV, who 
emblazoned the words 
‘Costa crimes’ across its 
screens when the striker 
stood on Liverpool’s 
Emre Can during the 
infamous Capital One 
Cup semi-final victory, 
the incident that so 


Blue & White 
In Brief 

■ QPR midfielder 
Leroy Fer has 
sustained a medial 
collateral ligament 
injury to his left knee 
and is likely to be 
sidelined for up to 
eight to 10 weeks. 

After opening the 
scoring in R’s 2-0 
victory at Sunderland, 
the Dutch international 
was stretchered off in 
the 75th minute 

■ LEAGUE leaders 
Chelsea came from 
behind to snatch a late 
winner against Fulham 
in the under-18s derby 
clash at rainswept 
Motspur Park on 
Friday. 

Aaron Redford gave 
Fulham the lead with 
his fifth goal in three 
games on the half-hour 
mark, before Ali Suljic 
levelled for Blues with 
a header five minutes 
later. 

Mukhtar Ali volleyed 
home from a cross in 
the 89th minute to 
grab the league points. 

FULHAM: Norman, 
Sheckleford, Elworthy, 
Davies, Sessegnon, De 
La Torre, Paton, 
Adeniran, Walker, 
Redford, Humphrys. 

CHELSEA: 
Thompson, Narley, 
Suljic, Grant, Dasilva, 
Sammut, Ali, Maddox, 
Bolkiah, Ugbo, 
Muheim. 

■ QPR Ladies’ Capital 
Women’s Cup tie with 
West Ham United at 
Uxbridge FC on 
Sunday was postponed 
due to a waterlogged 
pitch. 

The semi-final has 
been hastily 
rearranged for this 
Sunday (Feb 22, kick¬ 
off 2pm), with the 
winners due to face 
either Enfield Town or 
Charlton Athletic in 
the final. 


enraged Mourinho when 
Costa received a 
retrospective three-match 
ban from the FA. 

Coming up this 
Saturday is a Premier 
League match at the 
Bridge against Burnley. 
Blues opened their 
league campaign with a 
3-1 win at Turf Moor 
back in August and will 
be expecting a similar 
result at the weekend. 

Burnley are second 
from bottom of the 
league but, while not 
winning too many 
games, just four in 25, 
their consistent, hungry 
side has secured nine 
draws. This is the sort of 
match that scuppered 
Chelsea’s title ambitions 
last season, when they 
lost at home to 
struggling Sunderland. 


• RUGBY UNION 

Hammersmith & Fulham 2s... 10 Richmond... 34 

R ICHMOND proved too strong for 
Hammersmith and Fulham 2s in this 
south-west London derby, claiming a 
24-point victory over the home side. 

Hammers held Richmond to a single try lead at 
half-time, with tough defence and a dominant set- 
piece. But it would have been a tough ask for 
Hammers 2s to claim their first league win against 
the promotion hopefuls and Richmond's backs 
proved too potent in the second half, running in a 
series of tries. 

Hammers 2s captain Julien Draper said:"Every 
player put in a massive effort, including the bench, 
and the score was not a true reflection of the 
game. However, there were a lot of positives and 
Hammers 2s will be looking to pick things up this 
coming Saturday." 

The game started at an intense pace and level of 
physicality, with huge hits from James Darall and 
Charlie Clarence-Smith setting the tone. But 
against the run of play Richmond's monster pack 
scored the first points from a rolling maul. 

The home side hit back with some strong 
running from James Smart and Matt Turner, 
winning a penalty for fly-half Jack Sargent to slot 
with ease. An interception try from Calum 
Mackenzie to a Richmond penalty and another try 
kept Hammers in touching distance at half-time, 
at 10-17. 

Despite excellent scrummaging from man-of- 
the-match Mark Blython (below) and Charlie 
Barrell, Richmond ran away with the second half. 
Three tries in quick succession was a disappointing 
end to the afternoon for Hammers. 

Hammers 1 s resume action this weekend away at 
Old Merchant Taylors, while the 2s visit Old Eltham. 



MOST punters will never bet against 
their own team on principle but some 
Fulham fans admit they've had a few 
bob on the Whites to be relegated this 
season - on the logical basis that their 
possible windfall will pay for their 
next season ticket! 

You can now get 16/1 (17 in decimal 
odds) on Fulham sinking to League One 
in May. More optimistic folk around The 
Cottage might be tempted to back Kit 
Symons' men to win at Millwall on 
Saturday at 19/10 (2.9). 

What chance QPR winning back-to- 
back away matches? If you believe in 
'London bus syndrome', you might fancy 
a flutter on R's to take all three points at 
fellow strugglers Hull on Saturday. Chris 
Ramsey's Hoops can be backed at 31/10 
(4.1), while Charlie Austin is available at 


BETTINf BANTER 


6/1 (7) in the First Goalscorer market. 

With Chelsea now unbackable in the 
Premier League title race, the 
resumption of Champions League 
action this week presents some 
interesting possibilities. Blues are fourth 
favourites to lift the trophy - behind 
Bayern Munich, Real Madrid and Barca - 
at 15/2 (8.5) but short-odds backers 
might prefer to follow the 10/11 (1.91) 
about Mourinho's men in the English 
Team To Go Furthest market. Barca 
should see off Man City, while Arsenal 
face Monaco in the round of 16. 

Tony McDonald 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Thursday, February 19 
CHELSEA U21 v FULHAM U21 
(at Aldershot FC),7.05. 

Saturday, February 21 
CHELSEA U18 v Reading U18,11.00. 
Tottenham Hotspur U18 v FULHAM U18,11.00. 
Bristol City U18 v QPR U18,11.00. 

CHELSEA v Burnley, 3.00. 

Hull City v QPR, 3.00. 

Millwall v FULHAM, 3.00. 
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Chelsea have 



Willian (left) scored the vital late winner against Everton Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


the last word 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



D IEGO Costa returned from his 
three-match suspension to face 
Paris St Germain on Tuesday. 

Cesc Fabregas was also back in the heart of midfield 
for the Champions League round of 16 knockout phase 
(LWN went to press before Tuesday night’s first leg 
encounter in Paris). 

Whatever the outcome, with Blues not in action last 
weekend, Jose Mourinho and his staff had plenty of 
time to prepare the side, physically and mentally, for 
the task. 

Chelsea may not have the largest squad in football 
but they certainly have one of the best in terms of 
quality, and that shock 4-2 FA Cup home defeat by 
Bradford City last month will be a black mark against 
Mourinho for the remainder of the season. 

The black mark will, of course, be one created by the 
football board - all they ever demand from ‘The 
Special One’ is that they are in contention for the 
league title, at least until the final couple of games, and 


F ULHAM fans are becoming increasingly 
intolerant of the team's continuing slide 
towards a second consecutive 
relegation scrap. 

A year ago, dropping out of the Premier 
League was "unthinkable" but Whites' 13-year 
stay in the top flight did come to a costly end. 

Last September, Kit Symons was the popular 
choice to become the club's third manager in 
less than a year when he was promoted from his 
role as Under-21 coach. 

After taking only one point from eight games 
under Felix Magath, they needed someone to 
steady the creaking Cottage and try and lay 
some new foundations. The likeable, but 
inexperienced, Symons did that for a while but 
now some of the shelves he had to make do 
with are coming precariously loose. 

His players were booed off the field at half¬ 
time in Saturday's 2-1 home defeat by Ipswich 
Town. Whether they were booing Symons, the 
players or owner Shahid Khan for his lack of 
investment in the recently closed transfer 
window is not known - probably an element of 
all three. 

Having taking just one point from their last 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

make more than a decent fist of the cup matches - 
semi-finals for the domestic ones and at least a quarter¬ 
final in the Champions League. 

So does a place in the Capital One Cup final - 
against Spurs on March 1 - make up for that 
embarrassing FA Cup exit? I suspect that will become 
clearer as the remaining couple of months unfold. 

Certainly Mourinho will have been lauded to the 
rafters for guiding his charges through the three games 
prior to the European encounter. A creditable draw 
with Manchester City was followed by two nervous, 
but deserved, victories over a tricky Aston Villa and a 
last-gasp winning goal against a stubborn Everton. 
These last two sides have always posed problems for 
the Blues. 

Willian’s added time winner against Everton gave 
the boys from SW6 a 1-0 win. But moments before his 


five games, Whites have dropped to 19th place 
in the Championship and are now looking 
anxiously over their shoulder at the five teams 
below them. One of those scrapping away in 
the relegation dogfight is Millwall, who will 
entertain flaky Fulham at their warmly 
welcoming south-east London abode this 
Saturday. 

With Millwall currently in the third relegation 
place and just five points behind their London 
rivals, it's a derby clash that has'six-pointer' 
written all over it and, according to the Fulham 
fan forums, Symons'days could be numbered if 
the Lions maul their visitors. 

It doesn't get any easier after the New Den 
either. Three of the following four fixtures are 
against promotion contenders, including 
leaders Bournemouth and third-placed Derby 
County. 

It's true to say that Fulham are a soft touch 
these days. Their defence offers more gifts than 
John Lewis, while their forward line - starved of 
service from the wings - is feeding off scraps. 

It may be harsh of supporters to hammer 
Symons, who has only been in the job for 20 
matches, and some say he would benefit from 


triumphant daisy-cutter, 
which kept Chelsea seven 
points ahead of Man City, 
all hell broke loose when 
Gareth Barry was sent off 
for a second bookable 
offence. In the ensuing 
melee, Branislav Ivanovic 
grappled with James 
McCarthy, putting his arm around his neck and 
moving his head towards that of his opponent. 

Although referee Jonathan Moss missed it, TV 
cameras picked it up and journalists immediately 
decided to rewrite their match copy to highlight what 
they intended to be a back page outcry against 
Chelsea’s loutish behaviour. 

Having snubbed the media the previous week, the 
national press decided to exact revenge on Mourinho. 
One reporter even went as far as to pose the question: 
‘Did Ivanovic bite McCarthy?’ - a cynical attempt by 
that paper to link Ivanovic to then Liverpool striker 
Luis Suarez, who did bite Ivanovic when the two faced 
each other at Anfield in April 2013. 

Of course, these attacks just feed Mourinho’s sense 
of injustice. He knew full well what the post-match 
questioning would be about - that of Ivanovic's 
actions. 


the help of an experienced No.2. As always in 
these situations, it's the manager fans rush to 
point the finger at instead of the high-earning, 
under-performing players, or previous 
management that created the problem. 

But it would be nonsense to sack Symons now. 
Which manager of proven calibre could Fulham 
entice as his replacement at this late stage of 
the season and with no sign of investment in 
the transfer market? 

Symons is not oblivious to the reality of the 
situation, saying: "We've always been closer to 
the bottom than the top at any stage since I've 
taken over. But we were rock bottom when I first 
took over. We need to do better, we know that, 
and we will do. 

"It is all linked in to the next three or four 
results. Things can happen very quickly. It's one 
of them - we get a few positive results and 
we're mid-table but suffer a couple of poor 
results and you're right in it. 

"So that's where it is. There's a few teams in 
that same situation, so there's quite a few 
people who will be looking over their shoulders, 
the same as us." 

Tony McDonald 


But he took his own actions to a new level when, 
after being asked about Ivanovic, he walked out of a 
TV interview. He returned a couple of minutes later 
but only on condition that the interviewer did not ask 
any further questions about his right-back. 

Imbued by a sense of victory, he tried it on again 
when meeting the press. Asked what he thought about 
the game, Mourinho decided not to be confrontational 
from the off but he knew what was coming. 

Instead, he said of the result: “I don’t remember a 
team becoming champions without a couple of last- 
minute goals to win matches. 

“In my case, I have had that. This was the first time 
this season for us against a different Everton. That's a 
compliment, not a criticism. They were very 
organised, they blocked low, they gave us the ball, 
Lukaku attacked the spaces, so I'm very happy with 
the points.” 

Restored to the starting line-up, Petr Cech justified 
his selection by making two great saves, the second a 
point-blank one from Lukaku. 

Mourinho agreed: “He touched the ball twice,” he 
said. “He was a spectator. In the first half he made a 
good save, in the second there was a super save. This 
is what we need. 

“I played Cech because Thibaut Courtois played 
consecutive matches and he needs to be very focused. 
The focus must be permanent. Also, a goalkeeper can 
be tired - not just physically, but in the nervous 
system - and Petr was working very hard in training. 
His condition was magnificent and he was the best 
option for the team. 

“Also, in terms of leadership, as John Terry was ill 
in the morning and was a doubt for the game until the 
last moment, I needed Petr’s personality to 
communicate to the team. The decision was good.” 

But there was no avoiding the issue as far as the 
assembled hacks were concerned. They knew that just 
seconds before Willian scored the last-gasp winner, 
there was that melee of players pushing and shoving 
as Gareth Barry was shown a second yellow card. 

Ivanovic looked to lock heads with James McCarthy. 

Mourinho was asked for his opinions of the incident. 

Here it came, all nicely rehearsed and a challenge to 
the media. 

“I'm tired of stories but never tired of football,” he 
said prosaically. 

“The game is about emotion and that is what we had 
today. Barry should have being sent off in the first half 
for a second bookable offence when he fouled Hazard. 
So it's nothing important.” 

Then the killer question that, according to the 
Chelsea manager, overstepped the mark. Asked if he 
felt Ivanovic might be retrospectively punished for his 
actions, Mourinho responded: “I’m concerned about 
my reaction, because one more question (about it), I 
will leave and you will not be happy. One more 
question about that story and I will go.” 

■ CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 




Focus on Craven Cottage 


Fans turn on flaky Fulham 
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